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AUTOBIOGRAPHY, (Part First) 1888.

To my beloved Sons,
Charles William,

Edgar Arnold,

WarrenRay, (not born at time of writing),

I dedicate these reminiscences of my childhood, youth

and manhood.

Washington, D. C,

June 30, 1888.

S— st OO DD i 0 e simisne

PREFACE.
0f the following these pecu#@rities will Dbe noticed:
Numerals written in figures instead of words.
Capital letters incorrectly used.
The train of thought often broken abruptly.
Some common-place expressions,
The sense sometimes not e%@gantly? but I trust always
expressed., | |
As an apology for the above I can only say that I was
often interrupted, and had very little time io devote

matter,

clearly,

very

to the
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ANCESTRY,

I, Henry Hocker Seltzer, was born Aug, 28, 1856, in the village
of Belleview (Now called Belle Grove) Lebanon Co. Pa. Both my .
paternal and maternal great-grandfathers came from Germany in the
early part of the 18th century. My paternal grandfather's namé' was
Philip Seltzer, born Dec. 26, 1772. He was married to Maria Uhland,
born Aug. 10, 1784, Her mother's maiden-name was Light. Grandfather
Seltzer was a mason by frade_and also cultivated a small farm which
he ovmed.,

He died April 19, 1847 and is buried in the Reformed Church
Cemetery, at Annville, Pa. |

Grandmother Seltzer died Feb., 25, 1860, and is buried in the
Lutheran Cemetery at Belle Grove, Pa. I remember her very well,
being about 4 years.old when she died. I attended her funeral and
her death was one of the first sorrow I experienced. Both were
consistent members of the Evangelicail Lutherean Church.

My maternal grandfatherls hame was Martin Hocker, born Oct. 21,
1768, He lived in Derry Township, Dauphin Co. Pa., where he had
several fine farms and kept a Hotel for many years. He was a thrifty
farmer and accumulated & considerable fortune. He was Co., Commis-
sioner of Dauphin Co. 1829-32., He was twice married, his second
wife's maiden-name being Barbara Smith, born Oct. 6, 1787. He raised
a family of 14 children, was highly respected and widely known,

He died April 1862 and is buried in the Lutheran Cemetery at
Hummelstown, Pa. Grandmother Hockér survived him.l6 years, dying
Mar. 15, 1879, and is buried at the same place. Both werdearnest
members of the Lutheran Church. I remember them very well., A visit

to Grandfather Hocker's was one of the great events of my early
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boyhood days.

Roth paternal grandparents died of Consumtion and both maternal
of Paralysis.

My father, Henry Uhland Seltzer, was born June 15, 1824, in
North Annville Township ILebanon Co. Pa, My mother Amna Hooke? was
born May 10, 1827, in Derry Township, Dauphin Co. Pa.

I have been able to get very little information in regards to
the early history of our family. The records having been lost or

destroyed, and in most carefully recorded, bhut simply handed down

verbally from generation to generation,

1L

Childhood.

On the twelfth day of Dec. 1830, my father was married at
Harrisburg, Pa. by the Rev, Charles A, Hay, Luth., Min. The result
of this union was 8 children, of which I am the fourth. One child,
James ﬁonroe, died Aug. 6, 1855, aged 1l mos. and 18 days. The rest

all arrived at manhood and womanhood. The following is the date of

their birth:

John Philip Nov,. 2, 1881

Martin H, Oet., 47, 1852
James MMonroe Aug. 23, 1854
Henry H. Aug.s 28, 1856
Lizzie Ellen July 10, 185¢
Benjamin Pranklin April 1, 1861
Charles Augustus ‘ Aug, 19, 1864

Levi Harvey Ogt. 27, 1866
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Pather kept a Hotel and did a little farming besides., I remember
very little of the incident while living in the Hotel. TFather's
Hotel had the reputation of being a first-class house in all resp-
ects., Both father and mother were tired of Hotel business and in the
spring of 1861 moved on a farm of about 50 acres, where we lived for
4 years. My time was very pleasantly spent in spring and summer
running ahout,'playing and Wcrking a littie amd in fall and Winter
going to school. How the days seemed then,-a month aimoot as long
as & year now. My older brothers taught me in &1l arts of making
toys, pittures, and etc., and took me along on little rambles and
excursions through the woods and valleys of the neighborhood. Bro.
John being lame was the mechanic and planner of most things, and Bro.
Mart being strong %nd nlugky protectes us from insult and harm of

ugly boys that we might meet .

1ii

10

tarly Years at School, 1861--5.

A
£

In the fall of 1861, at the age of 5, I started out in school,
at the Long Lane School House, in North Annville Twp,., Lebanon Co. Pa,
I am not postive, but think my first teacher was lr. Adem Light., I
remember him as a strict disciplinarian, and he had a fight with some
of the larger boys. That school used to bhear ra ther an unsavory rep-
utation for rowdyism. I remember very little of the first doings
in school. However I recollect having a "Webster's Elementary Spell=-:
ing Book", and as I did:not understand the English Language, 1 learned

about like a parrot does. It is wonder that we learned anything at

311, The scholars all spoke Pennsylvania Dutch and studies English

ey

books, and yet they made good progress,
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In the spring of 1862 I attended a surmer school, taught by
Miss Annie Bolar, a beautiful and accomplished young lady. BShe did
much to smooth and ploish our rough manners. She taught in the
Beliview School House.

In the fall of 1862, I went to Long Lane School again and we
had Mr. Joseph R. Henry for teacher. He was soon drafted, and left
for -the army becoming a Captain in the 173 Regt. Pa. Militia. We™
were all very sorry to see him go, for he was & kind teucher. He
was succeeded hy Mr. Peter W, Boltz, under whom I made fair progress.
In the spring of 1863, I attended a summer school taught by Miss Bolar
again, in a small warehouse in Bell grove. I liked her very much and
made good progress.

In the fall of 1863, Mr. Samuel C. Snavely was our téacher. He
was rather cross, as we used to say, but a good teacher. I now be~-
gan to read in the First Reader and was nearly alweys at the head of
of my class. From this time on I begun to improve rapidly. Mr.
Snavely also taught a surmer school in the spring of 1864, whieh I
attended., Tather was always a friend bf schools and sent his children
as much as possible. He was far ahead in literary attainments, of
the usual man of his time and certainly showed good sense in thus
.educating his children., He certainly did his duty in this respeot:
Next fall, 1864, We'had Mr., S8navely again for our teacher. I was now
promoted to the Second Reader, and hegan to éipher a little. I could
also write and spell pretty well. I began to understand a good deal
more of the English Language and therefore my studies had mére in-
terest for me. I am unable to say whether these first four winter
terms were 5 or 6 months long., The records of N. Annville, for this
peroid are either lost, or destroyed so I could not ascertain for

certain, I remember that I was not very found
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of school these first yeras, but it was mostly because the teachers
were so surly and hardly ever gave a pupil &« kind word, and even 1if
3

they would, it could have hardly been understood, and therefore it is

hard to tell much in regard to the matter,

iV, %

Recollections of the War of Rebellion.

I have some remembrance of Lincoln's first election to the
‘ﬁresidency, and the call for volunteers, especially the call after
the first battle of Bull Run, which was quickly responded to by the
young men of our town and vicintly. The very air was full of war
feeling. The National Flag decorated almost everything,envelopes,

letter paper and ete., had flags, cannon, soldiers etc., printed on

(=

them, with patriotic sent nts. Every city, town and even mere

L)

1
hamelts, displayved the National Colors to the breeze. Our village
had two large flags and now how thwy used to wave! One was soon

=

torn to shreds by the storm but the other kept on floating until the

-

Wwar wés ended., I distinctly remember the soldiers coming home on
furloughs, or when mustered out, in their blue uniforms and many of
them bringing their muskets, swords etc., along with them. How
anxiously the newspapers were looked for by the relatives and friends

of the soldiers. BEvery now and then some father would go to .the
b

front and bring home the remains of a beloved and patriotic son. As

I remember, at first from our place there were mostly young men
volunteering, but later on the draft came and husbands and fathers

were called upon to leave their homes for the scene of war. Many

were the sleepless nights passed just before the time before the

draft to take !

hlace came. Many escaped being drafted for long perio@g
:

by voluntairly enlisting for short periods. DNearly all the drafted

S
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to be excused, while at later times,long after

men tried in every way

made big

~5

the war had ended they
foritheir-country, yet the fact
best to escape the service, there
ever and some after their service
3. Vears .-

hen in the summer of 1863

pertentions to patrictism und bleeding
remains that they tried their very

were some notable exceptions how-

expired voluntarily enlisted for

the Rebels were moving on towards

Harrishburg, great consternation fell upon all the people. Store
keepers hid their most valuable goods and the people buried their
papers, records etec,, and valuables in the most, secret places. Iy
father put a box-full under the barn and hid his gun in the haymow,

quite a time and always occasioned great alarm. A

5
Gettysbhurg everything became brighter, but

The expression "the Rebels are coming"

was heard for

fter the battle of

the followirig the

=

year

scare was renewed when Chambershurg, Pa. was burned.

The discussions in regard to

times rideal

o

among the plain,

s 3
had won a victor he was lauded to

regard te the circumstances eteq,

General was unmercifully denounced

the war were very amusing and some=

mple, people, When a General

the shien and no guestion agked in

s0 when unsuccessful, thal sane

5
®

Hearing old veterans tall of their exploits, hardshipe, etc.,

after coming back was very

vous of all the farmers, laborers

s

interestang

to the store, which was the general

nd there . I would sit for hours and drink in the narratives

to me, and I used to heg my
rendez-
of the neighborhood every evening,

given, by

the way, @« returned soldier was quite a hero and everybody honored him

a8 such.

The copperheads were not ver)

s/ numerous in our County, but such
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as they were greatly despised. As a rule all those people who were
opposed to the war were called Copperheads or Secessionists.

Sometime & soldier would bring home with him some relices of the
war, end we boys would delight to get & bullet, or some trinkle.  One
morning while attending surmer school the report circulated that
Mr. John G. lark had come back from the war, so we all went to his
father's house to see him and he gave us some hard-tack to €5%, and
‘how sun=-burnt he looked. He had been in the Army of the Potomac.

One .great feature was the war song; you could hear them every-
where. We boys organized a company of which 1 was & drummer hoy,
Bfo. John fifer, and Bro. Mart color bearer, and we used to meet
every Saturday eve, for gquite & ti?@. The war continuing for so long
a time, it seemed to lose a great deal of the horrors, and becane
an old or common affair.

At last the news came that ILece ned purrendered and no one can
tell what great rejoicing there was. The anxious mothers wives and
ehildren all felt relieved and uanyferﬁent thanks were sent to the
Father in Hea#en for the blessings of peace. It was indeed a terrible
time and I hope and trust no more war may ever disturb our land of
freedom and right.

My father was actiwely engaged at home in helping to raise
bounties so as to quicken volunteering, thereby preventing it from

being subject to the draft. Having a family of six Littlecchildren

I suppose he did not feel justified to leave them to fight for his

country. His loyalty and devotion to the Union cause and the ad-

“1nlstr¢h’on, however was second to none,

V

School Years 18656--7.

In march 1865 we moved on a farm of about 140 acres three gquarters

{
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of a mile South of Belle Grove. Our school was fully a mile distant,
known as Shady Grove School, near Kauffman's Church,
I commencaed going the first day, the teacher was Mr, Henry

C. Clouser, not a very learned scho.ar, but a pleasant and kind

teacher, rather noted for talking too much in the school-room, I

5 .

liked him very well for he had a happly way of cheering a follow up

ot

and creating an ambition to excel, In this term, I, for the first

¢

e ranks of small scholars and

-
)

time began to feel that I was leaving t
getting nearer the larger classes, for towards the end of the term
I was put in the Third Reader, which was quite an honor for & 9 year
old boy. I got a new Greenleaf's Common-School Arithmetic, and work
in it aslfar as Long Division, but there I stuck. In summing up my
progress for this year I cun say I made great progress in reading,
writing and spelling and ordinary progress in arithmetic,
.

We had several speilling schools and I attended and took part in

them., A public exhibition was also gooton up at the end of the term,

but I did not take part. The teacher gave prizes in spelling and I

w

came near getting one. It was one of the pleasantest terms I had
and I always remember Mr. Clouser with gratitude for his kindness and

earnest offorts in my bhehalf. I was twice punished by whipping for
some mischief I had done, and of course justly deserved it,

In the spring of 1866 I attended a surmmer school for one month,
taught by Miss Annie Ruff, who had been a scholar during the winter
term., ©She was a fine young lady and subsequently married Mr, Clouser,
our former teacher,

In the fall of 1866 Mr. Cornelius H., Light taught our school,
He had been a schoolmate of mine at Long Lane School and for the time
was considered an excelient scholar. He had a way of drawing out

everything that was in & fellow and I remember how gladly 1 used to

i
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recite, He did not merely stuay within the limits of the lesson,
or text books, but used much new and interesting matter besides. 1
commenced the study of Geography this term, and used Monteith's First
Lessons, the book I have yet., In Arithmetic I made excellent progress,
working as far as page 108 in my ''Greenleaf''. In fact I made rapid

strides in all branches. I wrote good compositions for the small

D
Y

Q

command of language I had. The teacher gave me & letter of efficiency;

denortment etc., of which the following is a verbatim copy:
3 S

Green Grove School,

North Annville, Lebanon Co.
’ P
a.

Mar., 21, 1867, '
The secholar Henry H. Seltzer is a boy of true courage
and the conduct is number one., I do beliver I had no scholar under
my control that I had less trouble with than with the named boy. The
attendence was good, Progress Was exceedingly good. The lessons
assigned to the »upil, he was willing to éet them properly.
He was present 97 days. ' L
He was absent 33 days.,.
School opened Bept. 19, 1866,
Closed Mar, 21, 1867,
Teacher
C. H. Light,
During these two surmers I had to work pretty hard. We had
good cropse and times were brisk, being right after the close of the
war money w&s Very plentiful. In Feb. 1867 we had sale of the farm
stock, and got ready to move to the new home that father bought. We
boys looked forward to these events of sale, moving etc. with & great
Qeal of pleasufe. Nearly all the uneles, aunts, cousiné, and

neighbors would be present on these occasions.
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Three Years a Tanner's Boy, 1867-70.

In the fall of 1866 mu father bought a Tannery from Mr. Wnm.
Ault, situated on the New Market Forge dem-about one mile southeast
from where we lived. It has since been torn déwn and the tan-yard
converted into a trucking patch. It was quite a novelty atAfirst,
but after awhile that were off, and then the real work was only
begun to be felt. It was no steem tannery and all the bark had to
be ground with horse power. That bark mill seemed to me to be going
forever. Bro. Mart and I took charge of it by turns. We had an
oid hatchet and had to break up the bark in pieces about the size
of a hand., While the mill was going we used to stand alongside
cracking that bark over the hopper, the grinding making a dust that
seémed unbearable to many, but not at all disagreeable to me. The
faster the horse walked, the faster it ground, so we were always
anxious to have & horse that stepped briskly. Besides grinding bark
there was a good deal of other work to be done that I could do., The
leather was very nice to handle after being tanned but the hides
hadn't the sweetest smell possible sometimes, and many people used
to turn up their noses as they passed. This was a very romantice
place, thee forge dam was & wide sheet of water well stocked with
fish, and I used to help to fish with a sein and we caught bushels
of fish sometimes of course there was always a compay of six or
eight so that all got big shares but not too much for use. UMy ‘
Uncle, John Lessley, used to furnish the seine. Father used to set
nets and use them in the spring, fall and winter, go er were always
well supplied with fish. Bro. John knit all the nets we used. There
was a large hill back of our house on which stood fine cedar trees.

We boys used to scour the banks of the dam and adjoining woods in
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search of nuts ete,
Along with the tannery was about 20 acres 6f land, but it was
very hilly and not very fertile, the best thing Iithought then, the
hills were good for, was for coasting in winter. How we boys used to

ride down on our little sleds!

Vil

School Years 1867-70,

In the fall when school commenced I could qguit grinding bark,
for "gringing my brains," and right glad I was for the change. Bro,.
Mart, I am sorry to say, was kept out of school & great deal by that
bark mill and he did not seem to care much. My Teacher for 1867 was
Aaron L. Bowman, a pretty radical teacher. He started me in the
study of English Grammar, and I learned very little of it on account
of the technical words used, which I could not understand. Of course
I committed the definitions to memory, and could give‘all thé‘rules,
but knew very little practical grammar. In arithmetic I made splendid
progress working both common and decimal fractions. In georgraphy
I went far ahead, in penmanship I made rapid strides as my copy books
will show, for I have preserved them from 18£6 on. 1 wroté a very
good hand and was only 11 yrs. old. In reading I was promoted to
the Fourth Reader., I now began to¢ understand pretty well what I
read. I used to read for hours in my father's library which was
pretty large and well selected for those times., I was especially
delighted with History and learned a great deal in those young days.
From this term on I was regraded by most as the best scholar in school
We had two speklipg schools this term and I took part in both,

My teacher for the fall of 1868 was Mr. Elias H. Hartz, a very

ordinary scholar, but trying very hard to teach. We had some trouble
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with the larger boyes, and was not liked by the patrons generally.
This was his first term and he had te learh., I made progress in all
my studies and think under almest any kind of teacher I would have
advanced in learning. The teacher had very successful spelling
schools. He was kind to me and I now tried to do the best for us all.

In the fall of 1869 Mr, Jacob A. Gundrum was our teacher, and
he was the surliest, must unpleasant teacher I ever had. His
educational ability was not very extended, but thorough such as it
waé. His meanness, as I considered, was a constant scowl and unkind
reprimand when I did not give the exact wording.of the text book.
He stuck to the text book entirely. If my recitations were perfect,
not a word of coemmendation escaped his lips, ner even was there a
‘ pleased look upon his countenance. To his praise it must be said,
however, that I made excellent progress and became more correct and
careful in regard to my studies. To my father he used to praise me
highly, but never in my hearing that I can remember. During this
winter I first read a text book U, S. History and I was very much
interested in it. Last spring (Mar., 1869) father bought me a large
geography called McNally's System of Geography and 1 was the happiest
boy in existence, every day I was looking over my big beok, noting
the beautiful, large maps and seeing the many cities and towns marked
on, I learned more geography from that book than froem any other
that I got afterwards. I used it a while this term but the teacher
had ne oether scholars in it, and wanted me to get a Mitchell's
Intermediate Geography. I did net like to ask my father to buy
another new book so the teacher made a proposition to be that if
I would make the fire for him during the winter he would buy me the
book, of course I readily agreed and by making fire all w;nter
certainly fairly earned my geography. I got a new arithmetic,

Robinson's Practical, and made good progress in it. In grammar I

"
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especially made good headway, being able toe parse most sentences of
common construction. I also began te use aldictionary‘this term and
thereby acquired a larger vocabulary of words. I attended the
Teacher's Institute at Lebanon, one day and was much pleased with
what I understood about it. I was now beginning to be a large boy
and was fer several years in the highest classes. I was really
glad when school stopped this year, a thing what never occured after=

wards, but I had such a dread of the teacher's harsh words,

V1iii

Two Years in Dauphin Ceunty, Mar, 1870 to Mar. 1874.

In the fall of 1869, father sold the tannery and rented a farm
of 80 acres in Derry Twp., Dauphin Co,.,, of the owner ir, Anthony
Greiner, an uncle of mine, It was on the Berks and Dauphin Turnpike
about mid-way between Derry Chursh and Swatara Station. The farm
was in a high state of cultivation and we had an ordinary stock.
The farm was to small for the help father had. We might just as
well have had one of 120 acres. The usual grand time of moving was
had and it was the longest, or farthest move we ever made, the
distance being about 8 miles. This was a strange community and we
boys had to make acquuintances. I remember some very fine companions
I had. It was near the P. & R, Bailroad and seeing the cars every
day was a grand thing I thought. It got te be an old affair after a
few months. The Spring Creek was not far away and we went fishing
sometimes. This was near the place where mother was born and reared
and she was very glad to live at this place. DFather did not make
anything financially and looked about for a larger farm. The second
year we partially farmed Uncle John Kauffman's farm of the same size
as ours and that gave us more work, I was 14 years o0ld and began to

feel myself pretty big. I could work right well on the farm, although
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father always said I would never make a farmer‘and-guess he was about
right and I believe too he did not me to be a farmer either. I was
not strong physically and was soon tired out, but I tugged away man=-
fully and did the best I could. Here I fell from a horse the first
any only time I ever did, but remember I was not very anxiaus to
ride a wild horse, While were living hbfe Bro., John went from home
to learn the trade of saddler, in Lebanon. I used te think I would
like to live near Derry Church and it certainly is a nice country
as compared with the hills of the Forge Dam, but not half as romantic.
I was several time in Harrisburg and thought it a great thing to sece

the State Capital.

1X

School Years 1870-2, and in my native Country again.

The school was very close to our house and I went very regularly
after I had started. Our teacher was Mr. Samuel C. Landis, for
both years. He was a man of fair literary attainments and would
have been an excellent teacher but was too peor in keeping dicipline.
It was a real pandemonium sometimes. The teacher was too kindhearted
and we boys, I am sorry to say teok advantance of his weakness
from this time on I never started to go to school before the corn
was husked,'and usually got aboutl four and one half months a year,
I‘soon cought up with the classes, however, now commenced the study
of U, S. History and made rapid progress, In the other studies I
move along steadily and has ne trouble in leaging my classes, One of
the great features of these two years was, the large number of spells
ing scheools., Our schoeol had the reputation of ''spelling down''
every other scheol in the township. We frequently went three or four
miles to attend one. Sometimes I would ''stand the floor" the

longest and usually three or four teachers would be among the spellers
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We got such a reputation, that when our teacher made a spelling
school, all the other best schelars attended and tired their best to
beat us, but it was of no use, for we came out triumphaht as usual.
Those were very enjoyable times for me, for I was praised and admired
by everybody. I now become larger in stature and my mind began to
emerge from boyhood to manhood, had I only been a little more cour-
ageous and beld I could have done wonders, but that same extrenme.
modesty, which had followed me from my earliest yers, still clung to
me., I never had a harder time in my life than fighting it.. I ceuld
learn any long declamation, or write a good essay, but dreaded to
deliver them in public. No one can tell, who was not in the same
condition, what anguish of mind I suffered on account eof this foolish
timidity. My teachers and my father were very patient with me in
this matter and I shall always feel very grateful to them.

In fall od 1871, my father rented Mr. Jacob L. Bowman's farm,
of about 130 acres in Londonderry Twp., Lebanon Coe. about one mile
east of Campbellstown, and about six miles from where we lived. In
Mar. following we moved, with all its attending pleasures. It was
a very fine and good farm, but a fearfully dilapidated house, the
owner however began to build a new house and we had the workmen
in board. It made very much work for mother, but it was pleasant
company to have all the different kinds of mechanics, some of whom
were young ﬁen. This was & new neighborhood and we had to make
new acquaintences again. In the fall Bro. Mart went tolearn the
wagon-makers trade in Campbellstown, and stayed until next April
when he became tired of it and went to farm again, which I think was .
was his proper sphere., The new house was completed in the fall and
Labout November we moved in. After the new house was built, the

owner concluded he wants to farm and so we had to move away.
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Attending A Graded School, 1872.
In November 1872 I commenced goingto school in Campbellstown,
where there were two schools, one primary and the other advanced,

of course I attended the later and soon ranked among the best
* scholars, Inthis school there were some good scholars and I had

no trouble whatever to get zlong with them, Our teacher was Mr,
George W, Matterness, a teacher of long standing and rather in-
different, however he was agreat admirer of me and urged me to
try for aschool telling me I could easily make a certificate, I
had avery pleasant time this winter, and met as a schoox-giyl ,
the lady that was destined five years later to become my beleved
wife, It was aclear case of "love at first sight" and strange to
say neer grew less, I enjoyed this term very much and made good
progress, Being there were nearly all large scholars we had more
time to devote to the recitations.‘I was a general favorate a-
mong the big girls, of whom there were many, and it was mostly
on account ef my good scholarship., Ofcourse I was noet blind te
the admiration of the faig sex either; and tried te be as gal-~
lant as my extreme modesty would allew., This was an awfully cold
wigter and I was almost frozen imn goimg to and from school,

| Ve had very much snoew and the roads were drifted mest of the
time, It seemed very lonely at home, being Mart and John were

both away from home,

< L Frcre M@*Wﬁé%
et @%7ﬂé;24«é//7z6¢&6¢/ /004;ZZJ/
W&WWW 1t eid e,
WW Jt &%&W@Q—W@WWW

W“WWW

o S



(17)

B ox €2 GG 04 me Be TB EW W6 OB 0n @ 95 O3 e GO

School Year, 1873.

In March 1873 we moved about one mile east on the farm of
Mr, Samuel L. Bowman, a brother of father's former landlord.

The farm was about the same size as the one we had left, On this
farm father lived seven years., It was in an out qf the way place
and rather a lonely place. Weboys used to do considerable work
for the neighbors and father always let us have all the money we
earned so we were rather anxious te go out,-but we were pretty
liberally supplied with pocket-money by father for he never was
niggardly in anything.,

Our teacher was Mr, Aaron Imboden, a mén of good educatien,
who performed his duties as teacher with the greatest care and
exagtness. Hewas &n excellent teacher, I commenced the study of
Physical Geography this term, and made very goed progress in all
my studies, I completed Practical Arithmetiec and took up Higher,
The school was nearly a mile from our house, but I attended very
regularly, ofcourse I was considering myself no‘l@nger a boy,
buf a yong man, I ﬁ@s now beginning to think what profession I
was to fellow, but came to no definite conclusion. Mother ~want-
ed me to become a storekeeper's eclerk, but I did not like that
very much, I had a higher ideal tham a country storekeeper, 1
finally resolved to try teaching scheol and father sent me“to
college for the spring term of 1874, after which Iwas to try for

a school,~-withwhat success we shall see presently,




D R R ]

First Term at Lebanon Valley College, Annville, Pa, Mar.23,'74.

Monday morning, Mar., 23, 1874, was an eventful time in my
scool-days, Iwas then to enter a College as a student, no longer
a mere scholar but a collegian,=- well the mere thowght nearly
staggered me and when I entered the big building, the highest
and largest I had ever been in, I iooked around in wonder, Two of
my younf friends, Cyrus and Adam Behm, took me along and intro=-
duced me to the president, Prof, L. H. Hammond, A. M, ,a very
pleasant man. We matriculated, and the president assigned us
the different branches we were to study for the term. He gave
Adam a kind of preliminary exumination and after being through
Cyrus remarked that I was about equal in scholarship to to Adwni
80 he did not ask me any questions. The branches I was to study
were, Readiﬁg, Writing, U. S. History, English Greammar, Mental
and Written Arithmetic, and Composition and Rhetoric. I was
classed as a preparatorian, ofcourse, I did not recite many
times before I found that some very poor material was sent to
cellege,and an ordinary common school would have been a better
and more profitable place for them. I was grealtly pleased with
the recitation system,having no one but the classbefore you.

The professors were all very fine men I thought, but not'se far
ahead of the public school teacher as I had imagined they would
be, I passed very well in my examinations at the close of the
term, The professors under whom I had recitations were well
pleased with me and the president called me to his reom one day
and told me I should take a full long course,which I should have
been only too glad to-'do, but I had to plead poverty as an ex-

cuse, I see now, how easily I could have done it myself if I
_ e e
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had only known then what I do now, However it may have beem for
the best that I did not attend the five years it would have ta~
ken me to complete the Classical Ceurse.’I was net so0 very strong
physically and such pefsistent application might have undermined
ny health for life, I received athorough training in the common
branches and afterwards passed mueh better examinations in them
than did the college graduates., The distance from our house to
College was about four miles and I walked this every morning and
evening not missing & single day in the entire term,

My grades in the different branches were as follows:=-

Teacher _ Grade
Reading .Prof, Aiknman ‘ 8,50
Pénmanship Prof. Lehman 8.37
Mental Arithmetie Prof, Bierman 8,30
Written Arithmetiec # ‘ 8,25
English Grammar Miss Sarah Burns 7.43
U. S, History Prof, Aikman 8.85
Composition and Rhetoric " | 8.50

Average Grade -—“”é:gin“

Explanation: 9 superisr, 8 very good, 7 good, 6 middling, 5 fair

My deportment was exemplary.
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Examination foe a Teacher's Certificate and
Applicant for a School, 1874,

After the close of the spring term, in the middle of June,
I worked on the farm and occasionally looked into my books. On
July 21, 1874 the examination for our township was held in Ann-
ville, Mr, W. &, Lehman, of Lebanon, was the Co., Supt. and I en-
tered the class. I felt my extreme timidity, but nerved myself

sufficiently for the great ordeal. After filling out the pre=
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limary blank the Supt., gave out the words in orthograpﬁy, When
this was over reading was next in ordey, after that was safely
passed I felt reassured and went along finély. The examination
was publie and the room was full of spectators, among whom were
the sechool directors, I am able to say tjat in the examination

I was disappointed in teachers, I had never known them outside
of the schooleroom and when ealled upon by the Supt. would make
very lame replies and hem and haw in a way that seemed to Aé very
singular- in a word most of them were poor scholars, My certifi-
cate came in due time and was as follows, graded on a scale of

-

1 very good,2 good, 3 middling, 4 poer, 5 very poor:

Ortography 2 Geography 2
Reading 2 1~2 English Grammar 1l 1-2~-
Writing 2 U. 8. History 1l 1=R2=~
Mental Arithmetie 2 Theory of teaching 2 1l=2
Written Arithmetic 2

It was considered by all am excellent paper for the first
time of examination, Being armed with a certifieate I now made
application for a sechool, The Board considered my application
and deferred actiocn until a subsequent meeting. In the mean time
I went to see some of the direetors and the only objection was
my youthful appearance. A young teacher having failed with the
school the year before, Well, I did not get the scheol, and
next applied in Bethel Twp,.- was unsuccessful again, then tried
North Annville Twp.- no go either, This was just the time the
great money panic of 1873 was felt in the eountry. It had not
much effect befere but now the country people bhegan to feel it an
and the school teaechers were very plentiful, being many clerks,
ete, having no-employment turned to teaching, having left the
profession years before, Had I a little more experience I might

have succceded in getting a school. My fellow student, Cyrus

25
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Behm, got a school, but then his friends were very influential
and besides he was more of a man in appearance than I, but in re-
gard to scholarship we were about equal, his certificate aver-
aging same as mine,- in a few years, however, I outranked him
very far and he never came near to my standard,

I was rather disheartened by my unsuccessful efforts, but
econcluded to try again next year. I had the satisfactien of
knowing that I was regarded as a good scholar, even if I did ﬁot
"look 0ld enough for & man! I was 18 years old and tall, but
slender of build,

X1v
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Second term at L., V. College, October 5, 1874.

Having been unsuccessful in getting a school, I tried teo
persuade father to let me go to ecollege again and he was easily
made willing to give his consent, next I went to mother and she
did not want to hear any moere of college, The term commenced im
the latter part of August and 1 knew I could met start at the be-
ginning,; so I waited a few weeks and then eommenced to urge my
claims., It hung in the balance a long time, at last mother
thought I might wait until the eeorn wés husked, well that was t@o
far offand I compromised by saying thatvI could stay at home a
week when corn-husking came., At last, on Monday morning, Oct,
5th, I started out with my lunch-basket for Annville., The reason
mother was opposed to my going was on account of the cost, she
thought it was teo much money,- one dollar a week for tuitien,
but when she saw how very anxious I was to go she was teo ten-
der-heaft&d to keep me back, In leoking back I ean't blame her
much, for she often did without a servant-girl to economize a

little, and father's financial circumstances were not any too
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flush, ofcourse he was not in straightened conditions, but the
- sum of twelve dollars, my tuition, was quite an item., Well, I
arrived at the Colllegeand entered the President's office, where
Prof. Hammond reeeived me pleasantly. He questioned me in regard
to my wishes in the se;ectien of studies and I intimated that I
would like to take up the study of Latin, He said the class had
a start of six weeks, but if I would think that I was able to
cafch up with the class I eould try it,- ofcourse 1 had £6 re=
cite privately te the professor of Latin until able.to go with
the class, I was just twa’weeks in catching up, therefore doing
the work of eight weeks in two, but I studied pretty hard. I us-
ed to walk in the middle of the street, having my eyes on the
book, learning the declensions and conjugations: My oether stud=-
ies were Mentul Arithmetie, English Anélysis, and General History
I was in the "B" Rhetorical Class and ;rote some fair essays dur-
ing the term, I got aleng very well in all my work, leading the
classes in English Analysis and General History and Mental Arith
metie, I passed the examinations at the end of the term and got
very good in all: the branches. My grades were as follows, on the

same scale as before:

Latin Grammar and Reader Prof. Tohill 8.
English Analysis ‘ Prof, Hammond 8.37
Mental Arithmetie Prof. Lehman 8,85
General History Miss Resler Tk
Average Grade 8,31

It was a remarkably fine fall and I had a niee time walk~
ing in and back., About the most important was my taking part in
a public rhetorical exercise, It was held in the eoliege chapel
whieh was filled with the Annville people.and friends ef the stu-
dents. I wreote out my "eration", had it eerrected and then com-

mitted it to memory, rehearsing it before the Faculty and sev-

Ty
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eral times in private, Itwas a small effert when viewed from my
pregsent standpeint, but it was earnest and eriginal, Being it is
short I will reproduse it here in full, as I have the original
MS. in my possession:
THE RAILROAD,

~Of all the great inventions none is of more importance .
to all elasses of people than the railread. It is scarcely forty
years sinee the first‘railread was construeted and -since th;f
time railreads have sprung up like magic. For the transportation
of all kinds of merchandise the railroéd is & deeided improve-
ment on the old way of deoing this with the team or on the ecanal.
In the United States there are now nearly one hundred thousand
miles of railroead in running order and nearly as much moere in
course of eonstruction. The rapid settling of the Western States
is mostly due to the railread., In the year 1569 when the Unioen
Pacifie raiiread was compieted the Atlantie and Pacific Oceans
were connected by railread, and now the Metrepolis of Ameriea
sends her manufactures to the Pacific ceast , and reeeives in
return the products of the Eldorado of America.The railroad is
sometimes the seene of terrible eollisions in which many lives
are lest, but this is owing to the carelessness of the engineers
of the different trains, To travel im a railway car is very a-
greeable and pleasant while to travel in a stage=-coach is often
very disagreeable especially in esld er unpleasant weather, By
means of the railread the nerthern markets are supplied with the
produets of the sunny seuth, and thus the railread is the great-
est commereial agent in the United States.

My father went aleng with me in the evening when the exer-
eises were to take place, Ofcourse most of the boys had noet ap-

peared in publie before and were therefeore very nervous about it

After the opening the President announced that the prograﬁ
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would be fellowed as printed and ne speakers would be announeed.
Vhen my turn ecame I marched up te the stage, and went up the
steps, faced the audienece and delivered my "oeration" in a good
firm voiee, and how relieved I was when I left the. stage no one
can tell, I have given a great deal of space to this eceasion,
more than the subject would warrant, bui it was a tremendous
effort for me and later when inelined to be nervous in regard te
speaking in publiec I always'remembered how I suceeeded in m§

first effort and that gave me confidence,
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Last Term in Common Sehool, 1875,

After the fall term was over I could net hope for attend-
ing the winter term and the only alternative left was to go to
eur common school again., acceordinglyl started early in January,
took up only the eommon branches and had an excellent review eof
them.‘The same teacher was there that we had the year before. Som
would have thought it tec humiliating to attend a eommon schoel
after having gone to a eollege, but from what I have seen in rega
to many college graduates it would be agood plan to attend a good
common school after graduation and learn something ef the commen
branches, I made good use of the three menths remaining of the
school term and in my next examination the effeets were seen. We
had unusually much snew this winter and it was very cold,

I occasionally loocked into my Latin books and longed feor a
continuation at college, but knew it eould net be, so I begun te
think of something te de  to earn money. Having a geod certificat
from the Co, Supt.»i was eligible to teach and I coneluded to ope
a private school in the spring, usually called a summer 3éheel,

T received many eneouraging reports of schelars being anxious te

attend my school, who had been schoeolmates of mine and now became
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my scholars, In March I left the common sceols as a scholar forever,

First Term at Teaching, March to June 1875,

I obtained permission to have the use of the Mount Pleasant
School House, situate on the Herseshoe Turnpike, about one mile from
our house, Early in March I went around in the neighborhoodAto seg the
patrons for scholars. I obtained the'promise of some thirty and felt
quite hopeful, I opened the 22nd of Mareh and had twenty_scholars the
first day,- this was very encouraging. Now in regard te the statisties
of my teaching eafeer I refer the reader to my library for a book
called "Records of Teaching" in which I wrote out in full names, aver-
ages, visitors, ete. and so will net repeat it here. I shallonly dwell
upon the general ideas and recollections of the terms. The idea of
teaching was quite novel at first and I patterned after my last teach-
er very much for I knew his methods were very goodand also approved by
the patrons, I tried my best and succeeded so well that the patrons
were unanimous feor me to have the winter school., I could never under-
stand vhy a new teacher was nearly always so popular for the first
year, I found by experience that was invariably the ease. I mean a
teacherwhp had a reputation for scholarship and ability teo teach,

My school eontinued nieely for about three weeks when the measles be-
came epidemie and nearly breke up the scheoel. I would have m ade what
I thought then quite a little fertune, had it net been for the measles
Some pupils never eame back after having been sick for a long time,
thinking it not worth while to start again. I taught three full
months and realized about $55.-$25. of which I invested in a wateh and
ehain,~- the first 1 ever had, i

My school was hardly visited by the patrons as théy were too bus-
Y « I worked in hay-making and harvesting during the summer and read

b
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books on the theory of teaching, looking up a little for examination,
This summer I commenced. paying attention to Miss Sue Arnold, whom
I married about two years hence, I was examined in july by Ce. Supt.,

Vm. B. Bodenhorn, with the following recult:

Orthography . 2 ‘ Geography 1 172
Reuding 2 English Grammar 2
Writing 13/ U. S. History 11/8
Mental Arithmctic Theory of Teaching 2
Written Arithmetic 1 1/2

XVII
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FPirst Winter Term, 1875-6.

In the fall ef 1875, the Beard ef Scheol Directors eleclted me teo
teach the Mt. Pleasunt School. I epened in Sept. and clesed in Mar.
1876, The school was strong in numbers and pretty well sdvanced.
My mode of dicipline was too casy and conseqguently noet very effective.
I did net use corporal punishment at all. The school was neisy and
that was all the objection raised. My metheds were never questioned,
and the progress made by the pupils was geod, the Ce, Supt, compliment-
ed me highly on the advancement made by the pupils. I ecertainly werked
harder this first winter than fér many subsequent enes, 1 was pretty
well tired @uﬁ still in thé evening. Very few peeople visited the school
and had the parents only advised me a little in regard teo the erder of'
discipline, er better, had they trained their ehildren se¢ as to behave
themselves in scheol I could have been entirely successful, I had many
warm friends ameng the schelars ahd should you inquire among the pu-
pils of the place they would und%@tedly speak kindly ef their teacher,
Harry Seltzer, in 1875-6, That was one of the pleasant features of
teaehing scheol, the thought ef being remembered by your schelars as
they lived, feor ne one persen ranks as high ameng the ehildren as their

teacher, Many young men and women have grasped me by the hand and
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greeted me as their eld teacher, and I knew there are very few scholar
that I have forgetten either, My salary for this term was §35. per
month, six months term. It was a large sum of money and I saved $150.
te go te scheol in the spring, I bearded at heme and net need te pay
for it, hewever I gauve father $20, part of which he had furnished me
uin the previeus summer, I was never aecustomed te spend much menay,.
There was a Teachers' Istitute held at Lebanen in Nevember which I
sttended, These Inétitutes were gontinued fo four days and much #as
salid there by cellege professors and lecturers whe probably never had
seen the inside of a commen scheol., Seme valuable hints were thrawn_
eut and many teachers tried to apply them in their scheolroeoms with

more or less sSUCCesSS,

XVIII

Business Course at Bastman Business Cellege,

Pe'keepsiec, N, Y, April te July, 1876,

My aim had been to become a elerk or bockkeeper in some large
eéstablishment in & eity and the eireulars of Prof; Esstman seemed to
indicate that his school was the very best, and I eoencluded I weuld
take & course in business and become the great cemmercial man he seem=
ed to be able to make of me,- well, I found out that plans do not al-
ways hold eut, Istarted for Pe'keepsie, N, Y, Monday morning, April
3, and it rained all day. Bre, Mart teok me te the depet at Annville .
where I got my ticket fer Allentcwn, Pa. and had my trunk checked,

I was now going away froem home all alone and had to find my way the
best eould, having never been farther en the ears than Lebanon, On
arriving at allentewn I get a ticket for New York eity and had my
trunk rechecked, The sccnery along the Lehigh River was very fine.
About 1 P, M, we reached Jersey City and tegk the ferry feor New Yekk,

I fell in with a party that was geing te the same place I was, I teok

T 2
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I teok the street cars for the Grand Central depoet and got my tieket
fer Pe'keepsie and was seon on my way. I was amazed at the great city
of New York,-how far it seemed I was going on that street ear., It was
dark when I-get te Po'keepsie and went at once te the Coellege Office
where i got my schelarship, cest $50., and was directed te my bemrding
place, Ne, 139 Mansion Street. It was a moest disagreeable day and the
next merning it snewed. I had a good bearding place and paid $4,50
per week. There were nine students at eur house and we had a pleasant
time¢, for they were all fine fellews, ne roughs or drinkers among them
The students came from all parts of the country and from Japan, Spain,
Cuba and Sogth America, Nearly every étate in the Unien was represent-
ed. In the merning I get my eutfit and was assigned to my desk in the
Theory Department. At first an Asst. Prefessor started me in the werk
and I began the driest @f all studies- boeokkecping. Ve héd about one
hour practice in penmanship every merning, after that the regular
beokkeeping work fellewed. I made slow pregress at first and failed th
Tirst twe times te pass the first Theory examinatien, that gave me the
Bluee and had I not been ashamed of being called a hemesick baby I
belive I would have left the College-after the first three weeks.
Things grew brighter hewever after awhile and the third attempt at the
examinatioenbroeught me 100 percent., I now continued mere hopeful.

Pe'keepsie was amosi beautiful city, se nieely shaded, and fine
suburban residences, It centained a'great many schecls of excellent
charactcr. It was on ahigh bank ef the Hudsen andthe eutleok was grand
Eastman Park was neafly in the center of the city and was a fine place
My chum at first was from Weedsport, N. Y, later-'en I had one freﬁ
Reedsburg, Wis, We used te walk eut inte the country Saturday and
Sunday, althoﬁgh we went te some church nearly every Sabbath. The
Methodistand Preshyterian churches being the mest frequent., '

My second theery exam. was passed en the second trial with 8@%

The third was dispesed similarly with 1OQ%. I was now five weeks in
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in the eourse and promoted ﬁe the Practical Department where we used
money and goods and made actual business transactiens, I was much
pleased with this and get aleng finely. I worked out three complete
sets and passed the Junier Actuél Business examinatien the first

time at BQ%. I tried the Senior examinatien three times before su-
ecessful in passing but then made IOQ%. The minimum passing mark was
75%. 1 worked out three sets in the Senier department, and then was
prometed te the Offices where I remained about ' feur weeks Having
completed the required amount of Wérk I entered the final examinatioens
for graduati@n. This was the severest of all the examinations. I pass-
ed the first time at 85%, and was then entitled te my Diploma and the
degree of Master ef Accounts. Oh hew I used te flourish that ¥ M., A."
after my name! I Thought I was somebody ef great impertance-vain de-
lusioen, I had a therough knewledge of Deuble Entry Beokkeeping, and
that was all,

On the 14th of July I took the steamer Mary Pewell for heme, It
was a delightful day and the trip down the Hudsonywas grand and pic-
turesque, I took the cars at Jersey City for Philadelphia, where I
stopped half a day to see the great Centennial Exposition. Ofcoeurse
I saw very little in so short a time., At 7 P. MP I teok the train for
home and arrived at Annville at midnight, frem there I walked home
about four miles. It was about 1,30 A, M., when I reached the house,
They were surprised te see me for I had written that I weuld be heme
en the follewing evening, that is Saturday instead of the night pre-
'vi@us. They were all very glad to see me and I was just as glad te
see them, It was the longest time any one of us had been away from
hoeme, I had beem well all the time I was away, and my appearance was
good. |

My money had given out and father leaned me twenty dellars te

eomplete the course whieh money I répaid the next year. My total
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expenses for the ecourse were about $175. ail of which I paid myself.
Frem the time I began teaching I supported myself, whieh I should
hace done too, I was now ready te accept a pesition as bookkeeper
but none presented itself, se I began to leck abeut fer a scheel
again. There was opposition te me in the Seuth Annville Boeard and
some directors acted very meanly. I did net get a schoel and so had te
go to some ether township. Mr. Beodenhorn, the Supt. recommended me te
the Seuth Lebanon Beard and they elected me to teaech a school'in that
township.

My certifieate was the best in that twp. and was as fellews:

Ortegraphy 11/ Geography 11/2

Reading 1 1/ English Grammar 2

Writing & U. S. Histery 1 1/%

Mental Arithmetic i i Theory of Teaching 2

Written Arithmetic 2 Practice of Teaching?
X1x

Winter Term, 1876-7,

In the middle of Oetober 1876 I cemmenced teaching the Red Heuse
Scheol, in Seuth Lebanon Tewnship, about three miles south of Lebanon.
It was ; nicé part of the county and I had a good new house . The school
was weak in the beginnming ef the term but filled up in a few menths.
This was one of the best schools I ever ﬁaught, my discipline was
good and the scholars were obedient and industrieus. They made rap-

id progress, and everything passed off sm@othly. I had a great many
large scholars and some were as old as myself. I used ecorperal pun-
ishment this— term when I saw it was abselutely necessary,- there is
a certain degree of respect in a healthy roed that will cemmand atten-
tien from a pupil when all meral suasion seems to fall to,the gfeund.

I always dreaded to use the rod and was as sparingly in the use ef
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it as pesible. I bearded with Mr, Menree Smithand had & splendid
place, Mrs, Smith being an exeellent ceek us well as & perfect ladj,
and she spared no pains te attend my wants, I shall always remember
her fer her kindness,

My board for the whele term eof five and one-half menths was $35.
but I went heme neurly every Friday evening, eften walking the entire
distance which was abeut 9 miles. Bre. Mart fetched me pretiy often
and teok me dewn M enday mernings. |

The teachers ef the Tewnship erganized a Literary Seciety ef which
I was an active member, Here for the first time I teok part in & de=-
bate and was trying te appera te be an o6ld hand at it, as it would
nét de for me te let thé ether members know hew ignorant I was in re-
gard te cenducting a mblic exercise of this kind., I was very atten-
tive and soon "eaught en" te the ways of the Seciety. I have lesrned
ene thing and that is te keep quiet in regard te a thing ef which
yeu are ignerant, fer just as sure as you open yeur mouthh yeuwill
expese yeour ignerance, 1 became.quite & ready speaker, and was regard-
ed as a great scholar. It is an exeellent thing for a yeung man te
ge frém home inte a strange community, fer if there is anything in
him he will be appreciated and honered. Altegcther this was was a
very successful termand I enjoyed it much. I was meanly treated by
the Directors,- my agreement stated the pay te be from $25. te $35.
per menth according te grade in practice of teaching,my grade being
1 1/2 and they paid me only $28. per menyh. I gave‘them my views of
the case and had it net been fer the presence of & lady I would have
handled them pretty severely. My salary should have been about $32.
per menth., On Feb, 10, 1877 I was married te Miss Sue Arneld, at Ann=-
ville, Pa. by Rev, J. M. Deitzler. We teok ne wedding trip as I had ne
time te lese but went te my scheolreom as usual the Menday fellewing.

We went te see the uncles, sunts,etc, on Sundays still, until we had
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made the reunds ef the entire relatienship. My sechoeol elesed the
last day ef Mareh and I epened a summer school the fellewing Tuesday
I held a spelling scheol en Mar. 15, which was & greut success, I had
never had one before and was a little anxieus abeout it. I prepared a
good pregram and carried it oeut te the letter. Many of the yeoung la-
dies and young men- of the vicinify were pregent, The scholars acquit-
ted themselves nobly. There were a number ef teachers present gnd
they made short addresses, I used te attiend most ef the spclliné 8CNno0
that the other teachers held, and was invariably called upon te make
an address. I ean reeall some of the remarks,new they seem to me in-
zignificant, but they were appreciated at the time, I made a large
number ef friends in this part ef the ceuntry and was well treated by

éverybody.

L o R s

Spring Term, 1877,

Many ef the patrens being anxieus that I should open a summer
school at Detweiler's Schoeol House, I did se, the first Tuesday in
April, I had clésed my winter term only the Saturday befefeand there=
foere had ne vacafien at all. I did net persenally canvass for schol-
ars and simply anneunced te my friends that I would trach., I had a
good many pupils but might have had a great many mere had I exerted
myself & little mere. It wés & pleasant place near & shady grove and
had an easy time. T he pupils were very kind and ebliging. I cemmenc~
ed the study ef Algebra.and got as far as divisien where I stuck, My
time was mestly empleyed in reviewing fer examinatien., In the previ-
eus summer br., John went te Thayer, Kansas, where he worked at his
trade of harness-making with eeusin J. H. Blouch. He came home in July
and we were all very glad teo see him, We were all at home this summer
but it was the last time, fer seoon we separated and fermed homes ef

eur own,
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In August I was exanined by Supt. Rodenhorn with the fellewing

result:
Orthoegraphy 3 - Geography 1 1/8
Reading 1 1/2 English Grammar 1 1/2
Writing 1 U. 8. History 11/2
Mental Arithmetie 1 Theory ef Teaching 2
Written Arithmetie 1 Practiee of Teaching 2

Fer the fun eof the thing I went to Dauphin Ceunty and was exam-=
ined by the Supt. Mr, D. H, E. LaRess, at Dery Church with the follow-

ing result:

Ortography 1 3/4 Geography B
Reading , 2 1/2 English Grammar 3
Writing ¥ U. S. History Z
Meﬁtat Arithmetie -/ Theory ef Teaching 2

Written Arithmetie 2

Many ef my fermer schoolmstes were in the class and I enjeyed it
ver much, The markings, I think, wre net ecarefully muade, for I am
sure it could net have been so uniferm in the last six branches,

I always enjeyed a Teachers' Examinatien, for I felt confident
of the result, and my certificates show ahgradual improvenent where
they were properly graded,

I stayed much at Mr. Arneld's this summer and had a royal gcod‘
time. This summer term I taught two and a half months and realized

about $40.

Winter Term, 1877-8,
I was elected to teach the Primary School Ne. 4, in the town of
Annville and had a graded scheol embracing pupils in the second and

third Readers.. It was & pretty neiby set of schelars, but by apply=-

S o et
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ing the red I kcﬁt them in fear and therefore from mischief., The
séhool was strong in numbers and I was pretty well tired out still.

I walked into tewn and back nearly every day.Jt was about a mile near=-
er than the Cellege, being at the nearer end eof town. It was a fine
fall the weather being nice until Chfistmas, but then frém that time o
on it was e¢old and stormy and had much snow. I cemmenced to try my
hand at pen lettering and made some fine specimens, My salary was %63.
pcr month, six months term. Imade very little progress in eduesation as
no puplils were advanced enough to give occasion te study. I now began
to loock around fer a house to set up heusekecping and concluded to
meve to Belle Greve, the place of my birth and childheod., I was in=
duced to select that place on account of the many schools that were
within shert distance of it. Rents zlse were chesp and I knew that e-
conomy had a prominent part te play in my affairs. This fall (1877)

I voted for the first time, and the ticket was the one put ferth by
the Republican party. My father being a republican, I naturally read
nmestly Republican literature und that settled my convictiens, I have
never veted any oether but the Republican ticket since, up te the pres~

ent time -1888,

e BB ms T B O e eT 8 MM @0 @ e T

Housekeeping and Spring Term, 1878,

On the 28th of March 1878 we moved inte David Henry’s house in
Bellegrove and commenced te keep house, There was the usual big time
of the"flittingy as it is popularly known and my wife and her sisters,
and my mether, prepared the feast, Hew lively it was, but seon they
began to leave and by e#ening we were alone., We were now safely start-
ed and as happy as a kihg. My fater-in-law furnished &ll the furni-
ture,etc., needed and I got & bed and provisiens te last nearly half

& year, from home.
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I alse bought a carpet fer the parler. Our house had four reoms, &
cellar and a garret.rThe rent was $28. a year. I had $150. saved
from teaching the previeus year and that tegeth¢r with our furniture
constituted our total capital. Now was the time te bring an income
te the firm,

I started a summer school in Nerth Bellegrove School Heuse,
with very poer success;, financially, but I held out for twe m@pths
and realized a total sum of $14, -well that was discouraging, fet 8
eould net blame the people very much as they were mestly poor 'and the
panie of 1873 being much felt by everybedy.

From this time oen I kept accounts ef my expenses, etc. in regu-
lar double entry form and refer thé reader to my acceunt books for a
history ef my financial affairs,-this much I will say, hewever, that
I always paid my debts, and had an excellent eredit in all the neigh-
berheod. I passed the time very pleasantly at home and in June my
wife and I shut up the house and went home te father's where I work-
ed in kaymasking and harvesgting uﬁd Sue helped mother and sister Lis-
zie in the house, We went heme every summer until father stopped
farming in the spring of 1883, We usually stayed from 4 to 6 weeks.

In the summer I was ezamined and made the feollewig certifieate:

Orthography 3 Geography 1 1/2
Reading 1 1/2 English Grammar 11/
Writing i U. 8. History 1172
Mental Arithmetie 5 Theory of Teaching P
Written Arithmetic 1 1/2 Practice of Teaching 2

I went eut gunning a geod deal and used to get some red squir-

rels after the seasen was epen.

Winter Term, 1878-9,

I was elected te teaeh the Long Lane Svheol, where I first went
B e At R
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to school as & scholar in 1861l. It was ' pleasant tg dwell upon these
memories ef long age. all the boys and girls of that time were new
men and women., I had & pretty strong schoel and fairly advanced.
Bverything went azlong nieely and I had good success., The scholars
were obliging and studious. We had a good many visiters during the
term We organized & Literary Seciety that met in a hall in Mr. D.
B. Leslie's store building. We had some lively times and in Jan,
held a Grand Literary Entertainment in the Ffanklin School Hausg
that was well sttended and a great success. These efforts at debate
etc., were a good scheol fer me, for I eventually lest that terrible
timidity and could face an audience in a c¢ool and eollected manner.
I began to have confidence and that is all one necds.

I had planned to move West, to Kansas, where I thought a teacher
could do better financially, and therefere in the spring took & trip
to .that state to see the country. In my next chapter I will describe
it.

I was examined by the Ce, Supt. with the follewing result:

Orthography 1 Geography 1
Reading 1 English.Gfammar il
Writing 1 U. S, History 1
Mental Arithmetic 1 Theory of Teaching 1 1/2
Written Arithmetie 1 Practice of Teaching 2

o~

My salary was $32. per month, 6 menths term. I economized &nd
found I made just about expenses., The teacher was certainly underpaid,
Jjust imagine to keep up the dignity ef the prefessien and geﬁ the
necessary beoks te advance in knowledge. I bought a good many heoks
during the year, ene of them bheing = Wercester Unabridged Dietionary,
& . viume that I feund te he invaluable, I numberedmy boeks and feund
I had 56 in all, this was the nucleus of my present Library. I had

to deny myself many pleasures in erder to buy the much eoveted books.
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I had attended a Neoermzl Class at Annville about two weeks before exam-
inatien, it was conducted by Proef. Burnside of Lebanon and the Ce.

Supt. , lr, Bedenhorn.

XIV

Trip te Kansas, 1879.

On tuesday, April 29, 1879, I started for Kansas, in company.
with my friend and scheolmate, Cyrus M, Behm, We left Lebanen at
neon and Harrisburg at 3.45 P. M. cressing the Alieghanias at night,
left Pittshurg at 11.55 and passed columbus, Ohie, about 8 A. M.
Wednesday, passed Indianapolis at noon uhd crossed the S8t. Louis
bridge at 9 P. M. At St. Leuis Cyrus and I separated, he taking
another route, Took the Missouri Pacific Ry. from St., Louis and passed
Jefferson City at 3, A. M. Thursday, arrived at Kansas City at 11 A, I
and at ence left fer Thayer, Kansas, the point of my destinatien
where I arrived at 7 P, M. and pleasantly surprised my cousin, J. H.
Bleuch and family. I had a pleasant time, The total distance travel-
ed was 1350 miles, I felt good all the time on the train, and slept
the second night, I had a 3rd class ticket but could travel in good
cars. I observed the coeuntry pretiy clesely as w? went by but frem a
car window you can't take in very much. I found Kansas te be a very
fine country. The next day after my arrival cousin Henry, My. Anson
H Kreider and myself drove in a two-horse wagon up to Chanute, 15
miles distantte buy some furniture, I had a good eppertunity te see
the country and made the acquaintance of a good many Pennsylvanians
who had settled here, I stayed arond Thayer and Oecasienally went
fishing, catching many geod-sized cat- fish. Ceusin Henry kept a
bearding house and bakery, his wife was alone and worked very hard.
We helped her still such as white-washing, digging garden,etc: Ve

dreve areound a good deal and I had a fine time all througheout. Ceusin
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spared ne pains to make it agreeable feor me., He arranged for a wagen
trip te the Indian Territery and we started on the 1l6th ef May with a
twe=-horse wagen, taking our previsions, bedding etc. along. As I wrote
out a full descriptien of this trié I will enly give the main partic=
ulars here, The course we teek and the towns we passed will be seen
on the following map, which will give seme idea of the coeuntry and
area over which we passed, It is wellte study it carefully and nete
ﬁhe'plaaes marked 6n it. There may be éome errers &s we ceuld nét al-
.ways get the cerrect names of creeks etc, Cousin, Ansen H. Kreider
and myself formed the party. We took a gun along, alse fishing tackle.
The night bef@re‘we started there was a big fire in tewn and caused
great excitement, We started in the merning and went in a southeaster-
iy directien.‘We stepped for dinner at noén near the Little Labette
Creek, ate,lfed and watered our herses. Henry took care ef the herses
and Ansen and I taking turns in preparing tne meals. We always rested
eur horses a while at neon., It was quite warm, but clear and a good
breeze, in fact there always seems to a wind in K ansas, the nights
especially are cool, It is very invigeratihg to have such a climate,
I certainly never felt better in my life, Ve wére now mnearly at the c¢i
oef Parsons, This is a fine tewn, well built ef brick and stone and is
the metrepelis eof southeastern X ansas, We spent quite a time in the
cityand beught some little things that we were in need of, Our ratioens
were elegantly put up by Mrs, Bleuch and we enjeyed thcm all the
mere., Having scen all efvthe city we wanted we drove about 1/4 mile
eastof town and ecamped for the night on the banks ef the Big Labette
-~ Creek, It was a beautiful place, nieely shaded by large trees and the
ground was cevered with green grass, As a rule all the timber you see
in Kansasis aleng the banks of the streams, whieh aire-usually skirted
for a short distance., The trees are mestly small but some are very
heavy, I saw walnut legs that I believe were ever five feeil in diam~
eter, I was net at all inelined te sleep this, my first night in the

_ . waren. We had Do
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wagon, We had a large white muslin eover on our wagon and this we
snugly pulled dewn until we had it all nieely covered, in the daytime
we rolled the sides up and had a niee open wagen., I den't knew why
I couldn't sleep, but it was only this first night, fer after that‘
I soon fell asleep., Well after thinking a leng timg¢, Henry and Anson
being snering at a great rate, I teo, fell asleep. In the evening we
did some fishing and caught quite a number of eat-fish which I fried
in the merning fer breakfast., It was a delightful merning and aﬁ S5eV=
en o'cleck we started on auf jmurney,“We passed thru Labctﬁc City, ar=-
rived at Oswege at neen and teok eur dinner, Th;s is a niee little
tewn. We passed on and came to the Big Labette Creek at about 2 P, U,
Here we concluded te step for the night. It was a wild leoking place,
heavily timberedand at night we heard the welves hewling and the wild-
cats calling in the distance. We had no need to be afraid fer they woulcl
net ceme near wund if they would we had a gun ready leaded te reecive
them, Every evening Ansen ané_I took notes of the day's journey and
events, froem which I am writing this, hewever nearly everything is se
firmly fixed in my mind that I ean vividly reeall it almost exaetly
at this time, Ve eccasioenally had the company of & native Kansan and
he would enlighten us in regard te the great reseurces etc. of this
state. The morning came and brought a bright and beautifulSabbeth.
We did little traveling en this day but had te meve a little, passing
thru Chetepa to the boundary and abeut 6 er 8 miles inte the Indian
Territory. Here we toeok eur dinner and then lay down in the wagen for
& nap, 1t was getting very warm and we rested quite a time, We return-
ed te Chetepa and camped fer the night on the east bank of the Neeoshe
River, a large strcam of water, Ve teook & ;trall about Chetepa te see
the sights and near sun-down I experienced the first Kansas shower,
It came se suddenly that we had barely time te shut the wagen, It rain-
ed very fastand thundered and stermed awfully., I was afraid it wéuld

upset eur wagen. Just as suddenly it stopped as it cemmenced, and

3
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we were all refreshed by the ceoled atmosphere. Next merning we took
a westerly course and at 10 .A, M., passed Kingsten, & mere hamlet,
here we wrote letters heome. Resuming our journey we stepped for din-
ner about twe miles west of Kingston. .This was quite a new eountry,
we met few heuses on the way, We forded Pumpkin Creek and the Verdi-
gris RBiver and arrived at Ceffeyville, Mentgemery Ceunty at 4 P, M,
Here we camped feor the night near & band of Indians, Wé had ample time
to see the tewn. The country aleng the Verdigris is wild-loéking and
wooded- we passed thru some large tracts éf timber; We were awakened
early Tuesday merning by a thunder sterm, but we kept ﬁice dry in eur
wagon, We started early in the day beund fer Indepéndence which we
reached about neon, and teok eur dinner here and then as usual went
to see the town, After satisfying ourselves we resumed eur joeurney,
cressing tﬁe Elk River and went en tewards Neodesha, Wilsen Ceunty.
As we were appreaching this place 1 saw some of the finest wheat I
ever saw, it was along the river bettom, We camped fer the night en
the west bank of the Verdigris River, Befere coming teo Needesha we
forded the Pall River, We tried fishing here in the Verdigris, but
witheut sucecessi This was the fifth and our last night ledging in the
wagon, In the merning we went almest directly east and passed thru
the eoal fields S, W, ef &hayer. It was about noon when we arrived
in tewn and dreve inte the yaed, having cempleted our trip eof sight-
seeing, We tracelled as near as I could ecaculate 143 miles, making
almost a cirecle in the counties of Nesho, Labette, lentgomery and
Wilsen and the Indian Territery. 1 was very favorably impressed with
Kansas and it is a greaﬁ state in many respeets, It has its drawbacks,
hés been moere prased and deneunced than any ether state in the Unien,
I stayed with Cesin Henry's until May 28th, when I left fer Trey,
Deniphan Ce, Kansas, where my Unele, Daniel W, Miller, lived. I went
by way ef Kansas City, passed by Leavenwerth and had te stay ever-

night at Atehisen. In the morning I started for Troy and came te

Gl
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Unele's in the fereneon. They were very giad te see me, The next even-
ing we had a tremendéus sterm. It blew fearfully and abeut 60 miles
west of here it destreoyed the tewn of Irving, killing a good many
beople, I never before saw such blackclouds or such a severe wind.
The country around here is bluffy.

Cousin George aﬁd I went oeut inte the ceuntry and picked a let
ef wild strawberried which were very plentiful, I remained at Unecle
Miller's until menday afterneen, when I started fer heme. 1 went t$
St, Jeseph, Me. and there bought a limited tiecket feor Harrisburg,
Pa, for #26,25, I had a fine view ef the Missouri River. I teok the
- Hannibal and St. Jee read te Quiney, Ill, and froem there the C, B.
and Q. road te Chicage. This is a fine part ef Illinois, frem Quiney
te Chicago, and Chicago is eertainly a fine c¢ity and has elegant
suburban residences I believe feor fully 20 miles out of the city., I
had a good view of Lake Miehigan here, I teok the Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne
and Chicago read and arrived at Pittsburg at neen next day. I pssed
over the Alleghanies in the afterneoen and it certainly was a grand
sight, looking down on the tree- tops, it leoked like ehe vast green
earpet, The scenery is certainly sublime. 1 arrived at Harrisburg at
10 P, M, and had te wait until the next merning beforel ceuld tuke
the last partef my jeurney. Next merning, Friday June 5, I teock the
5,15 train arriving home in the forenoon, for I had te walk frem Ann-
ville te fathcr'é house, I had travelled almast 3000 miles and was
gone nearly six weeks., My wife had stayed with my parents nearly all
the time I was eff. I had gene with the intentien of emigrating te
"that state if it came up te my expectatiens. I was fully s atisfied
in regard te the coeuntry. I had net seen the time of fallures in ereps
and ceonseqguent depression caused thereby. Why we did not emigrate

will appear farthe en, The total expense of my trip was abeut $70.
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Winter Term, 1879-80.

I was chosen to teabh the Bellegreve Sehool, new known as Nerth
Bellegrove, and commenced teaching in Sept., it was the strengest
scheol in number I ever taught. I had abeut 65 pupils enrelled, If
that dees net give a man werk, let some one try it whe is sceptieal
en the subject. The pupils ranged in age frem 5 to 21 and correspoend=-
ingly in grade.

There is very little te add in regard te the details of these
different terms of teaching. I was gctting.tired, net se much of
teaching, as of the miserly pay I was getting, It was barely suffiei=-
ent te make a decent iiving, and te lay up anything fer a rainy day
was eut of the questien. Ofeceurse I was intending to emigrate to bette
pastures when unferseen difficulties arese., I had been favered with a
visit frem my ceusin, J. H, Blouch, of Thayer, Kansas this summer,

On Mareh 28th Charlie was bern and I had enough te do this spring
Hewever he was a good baby and did net ery very much, I did an immense
amount of reading this year and kept a recerd of th% number of pages
read, T derived some benefit ef ceurse, but had I read less and that
mere carefully, it would have been much mere prefitable., I had early
in life acquired a taste for reading and what at first uppeared dry
and uninteresting became desirable and instructive., My salary for this
term was $30., per month, 6 months term. This summer (1880) I was exam-
ined for the last time by Ce. Supt. Bodenhorn,

My certificate was as fellews:

Orthegraphy..cosssevsoeas 1 YT ORI |
HORdINg.sovssccsvnnonsnne L English Grammar..... i
2 U o R S i Us S HiBEQE Y.« suv o win 1
Mental Arithmetic.,..;... 3 Theory of Teaching..l 1/2
Written Arithmetie.,...., 1 Practice of Teaching 1 1/2
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Receiving an invitatien frem my friends at Derry Church, Dauphin
Ce., to “ée thru the mill" I eencluded teo do se "fer fun'", and this
was the result:

OrthograpPhy ««oveeaeeeasas : Geography...c... PP A Y

WO THARIE o s« anmennpansbnn sl : Bnglish Grammar....: 1 1/4

Writing.‘.dll.lﬁllﬂ.'.‘l:' :U. S. Histary>ltlldi; 11/4

Mental ArithmetiC.......: : Theory ef Teachirig.: 1 1/4

T S I I

Written Arithmeti€.e....e;

These were pretiy e¢lean ecertifieates,

Winter Term, 1880=-1

I eas elected to teach the Seuth Bellegrsve Sehool fer the term
‘}f 1880pl. The Leng Lane Scheol had been discontinued the latter part
of the last term en acceunt ef the house being in an unsafe cenditien.
New three schools were made out of twe, the Nerth Bellegrsée, Seuth
Bellegrove and the Union Water Werks., My scheol was made up frem part
of Long Lane and former Bellégreve.

I had & large number of scholars and some were troublesome, A
great deal ef prejudice existed among the parents and some treated me
meanly in an underhanded way behind my back. I performed my duties
faithfully and werked very hard, but it seemed te ne purpese,This was
what discoeuraged me mere than the poor pay, er rather small pay, and
that ié saying a good deal., We srganized our Literary Seciety again
this year and it was a great success, But many ef the people were op-
posed to even this. I should perhaps naf be teo severe on the peeple
here, for there was a great deal ef ignorance and indifferance ameng
them, In the summer eof 1881l I was granted a Proefessienal Certificate
by the Ce. Supt., Mr. Bedenhern.

I began teo study Physielegy for the purpese of having that ad-

ditienal branch en my Prefessienal Certifieate.
) szt "SI M
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While I did a certain ameunt ef reading it was nothing in comparison
to what I did the previeus two years, i had & great deal ef leisure
time te devete te study and reading. I alwa ys werked during haying
and hérvesting but that was about all. In August 1880 Bre. John was
married and soon started f@r-Kansas, intending teo make that state his
future home, After he arrived at his peint of destinatien, he feound
everything in a verf disceuraging conditien, the creps had failed
and there was ne money and no werk and it was such a peor eutl@o£ that
he concluded te come east again and settle down here, I was much dis-
appointed as I had intended te take my family and Jehn's wife along
out in the spring. It might have changed my whele after-life if he
had stuck teo Kansas, but whether for the better er worse ne one can
tell., I had to think abeut what teo de to make seme mere substantial
income. I turned my thoughts te Illineis and thought there I might de
better as & teawcher, 1 finally corresponded with an Intelligence a-
gent in Decatur, Ill. and precured & job on a farm at $18. per menth.
I will give in detail my experience in this venture in my next chapter

My salary was raised a little this term, being $33. per menth,
6 months term, It was eertainly noet & large sum te live en fer a
wh@le year. 1 earned about $20. in summer still and Sue made a little
by knitting caps, ete, | '
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Trip te Illineis, 1881,

On March 28, 1881, I left Palmyra, Pa. for Decatur, Ill. by way
ef Chicago. 1t was very celd yet and many piles ef ice and snow could
be seen aleng the rivers, I had received word from Mr. Davidsen, the
Agent, who had procured a place fer me on a farm, that I should come
as soon as possible, I arrived at Chicago at 10 A, M. Tuesday and

had te transfer my trunk te the Wabash depot. The streets in Chicago
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were full ef snew and ice and were very.  foeugh to travel in a hack.
I left for Decatur at 12, neon, and arrived at the latter place at
7.30 P, M. I remained in the depot until morning, te save hotel bill,
In the morning I hunted Mr. Davidson's Offi@e and after som@ldiffi-
éulty found him in the back part ef a lawyer's offiece, This lawyér
waé Mr. B. I.8terrett, formerly of Carlisle, Pa., & very fine gentle-
man. I intreduced myself to Mr, Davidsen, and he wrote me & letter
of intreduction te Mr, Frank Haley, at Forsyth, about six miles north
of Decatur. Mr, Haley lived two miles east ef Foersyth and I secn
found his house. He was net home, but his housekeeper requested me te
come in and at evening he came home. He seeméd a pleasant young man
and I believe I would have stayed with him. However he had given up
all hope of my ceming and se had hired another man about a week be-
foere I came. He was in rather a bad fix and teld me he would ask the
ether man if he weuld be willing te leave his empley, but he cenclud-
ed to stay, so I had ne jeb. 1The next morning Mr. Haley went with me
to find & place among some of his neighbers but they were all supplied
dne man wanted to give me work at ditching, I teok a spade and tried
it, well I did net ditch moere than two minutes, that satisfied me, I
might say here that my idea was to work on a farm only to mske expens=-
es and get examined for a school. I had made my calculations all
right but the inclement seasen was againstlme/'l now saw the reads of
Illineis at their werst and they were awful. You could hardly drive
at all, mud I believe two feet deep and then frozen selid again., I
was thoroughly diégusted. Well, I went back te Decatur and upbraided
Mr., Davidsen for disgppeinting me and at ence wrote home to father te
send me a money order feor $30, te get back with, then I started to see
if I could get employment in seme kind of business in Deecatur. I be=-
lieve I was in twenty different stores, offices, ete,, but the same
answer, "didn't negd anyone", was invariably given. Ih the meantime a

man was with Mr. Davison te leok fer a farmhand, and both he and

faas
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lawyer Sterrett went eut te hunt me.iTewards evening I came te the
effice and went home with Mr. Davison, Next morning I started fer Ore-
ana on feot and it was 8 miles distant and awfully celd, I thought
the fierce wind would frieze the very marrew of my henes. 1 never
felt so cold in my life, When I reached Oreana Mr. Shastit's house
was about twé miles distant., I arrived there near noon and handed the
©0ld gentleman my intreductory letter. He agreed to hire me fer Four
months at $18. per moenth., I took dinner with the family and then
started in work,., iy first job was husking cern, next sawing and split=-
ting wood, after which feeding the steck, and lastly, long after dark
ate our supper. I was completely tired eut, and wearing thin calf-
skin beots, they were wet through and through. I retired early te a
small reom with a bed but net a single vhaif, or anything else ‘te put
my clothes en and I had te lay them on the floer, I slept the sleep
of utter exhaustion, and thought I had barely closed my eyes when HMr.
Shastit called me to get up to feed. I distinctly remember what an aw-
~ful time I had te pull en my beets. At last however I was ready and
with a lantern we went abeut that feeding again,-well it was the mest
extended feeding I ever saw and I was raised on a farm‘two. After feed
ing came breakfast which I relished indeed. I had my trunk at Decatur
and wanted to fetch it, but Mr. Shastit would net give me the team to
go to the depoet at Oreana. He wanted te put me at trimming a hedge-.
fence and I told him I could not work in the clethes I had en and es-
pecially my boots. I wanted him to lend me $5. to buy a_pair of rub-
ber boots, but he flatly refused, and plainly intimated that he deubtecl
my integrity. I teld him it was impoessible fer me te go en in this way
and he went inte the house , paid me 35 cents for the half day I had
worked and I started for Decatur on feot, walked the whole way. I
went te Mr.'Davison and boarded with him until my money erder came all
right, Pather had failed teo send me thg erdér, but kept.it as & receipt

At last I suspected something of the kind and telegraphed him te send
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it on, It ecame on Menday merning April 11, and at
12.¥. I was on the train bound fer old Pennsylvania with a firm rese-
lutien that I weuld never leave the state again, I was gonea little ov
er twe weeks; but in that time, shert as it may seem, I suffered more
iisappointment, humiliatien and I can truthfully add severe hardships,
than evef before or since. I thought fate was against me and nething
seemed to succeed, I was about & week in & lawyer's e¢ffice and read a
tood deal of law, but the place where I stayed moestly was the Publié
Library ef Devatur, and anyene examining the register for April 1880
¥ill see the name " H, H. Seltzer" for a good many times, In this way
I passed the time, I left at noon as stated before and had nething te
eat since breékfast but a few apples. Before going further I want te
say that Mr., and Mrs,., Davison treated me very kindly, as well as law-
.=yer Sterrett, Later, in 1887, in looking over some official papers in
the Treasury Department I saw his, Mr. Sterrett's address as attorney
fer a claimant, on & eircular for a certificate of non indebtedness te
the United States. I wrote him in regard te my experience in Illineis
and he wrote me & very pleasant reply. Now then te resume my homeward
jeurney., When it was going towards 4 P. M., I began te get very hungry,
but coeuld get nething until I came te Ft. Wayne, Ind., there I beught
two large sandwiches and nething else I think ever tasted better than
those sandwieches., I now felt better, having had a severe headache
before.‘I was practiecing teo much economy, and yet I rather think I
had te., I passed through Danville, Ill. Lafayette, Ind.Leganspert
and Tt, Wayne; Ind. Arrived at Harrisburg, Pa., at abeut 4 P, M, and
came to father's soon after. They were glad te see me but I .felt dis=-
appointed., I explained how muatters steod and went ever the whole stery
Sue was was at grandpa Arnold's with little Charlie and Thursday's I
went over te Campbellstown to see them. My wife was much moved with
pity at my trials and hardships. She has a véry tender heart and lev-
ing nature and always pities those in distress. I spent about $30. on
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this tripand could net afferd te indulge in such expeditiens very eof-
ten, It had been eof some advantage to me , as all rugged experiences
are., 7

Had the season been earlier I would undeubtedly stayed. The cli-
mate of that part of the country is very unstable, It is eertainly
net as healthful as that ef the hills and valleys of Pennsylvania.
The only inducement that toeck me eut to those western st:tes was
that ef bhettering ny c&ﬁditi@n financially. I cquld have done that too
had I stuck te it with mere plueck. But I had considerable of that I

theught before I went, It was the last trip of that kind I teok.
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Winter Term, 1881;2.

Iwas elected to teach the same school I had the previeus term,
The conditiens were unchanged and I get aleng as well as usual, mere
grumbling behind mylback hewever, and suppose that I was severely
handled at the evening fireside, in the presence  and hearing ef the
scholars, This certainly tended to decréase the respect thc pupils
had for théir teacher, Incidentally and through faithful friends I
foeund this eut, It did net centribute teo my ease of mind and cut
deeper perhaps than those who were the cause of it thought it weuld.
When I remembered that I did my duty faithfully and impartially I
felt better, We had a Spelling Scheel towards the clese of the term
that was very sucecessful, It was during this term that I first cem-
menced to to take private lessons in Latin and Algebra,in company
with a fellow teacher, Mr. John W, Sneke, under the directioen ef
Prof. S, O Goho, A. B, of Annville, Pa, We walked to Annville every
Saturday to recite. Wé got aleng very well and made geod progress.
Qur Literary Seciety was in a fair cenditien. In the spring I had trieéL

to start a summer school, but did net succeed in gettiﬁg a sufficient
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number of schelars, In the early spring I was examined in Physielegy
and Algebra by Ce. Supt. Bodenhorn, I passed as usual and he added
these tweo branches and also Double Entrvaeokkeeping, to those on ny
Pr@fessionai Certificate., I new got the necessary blanks, had thenm
preperly filled out, "signed, countersigned and approved" by the prep-
er autherities and then sent them with my Prefessional te the Perma:
nent Certificate Committee, and by it ferwarded te the Department of
Public Instruction at Harrisburg. The State Supt. Rev. E, E. Hiébee,
granted me a "Teacher's Permanent Certificate", under date of Sept.
14, 1882, This certificate exempts me from exumination and is good
all over the state. I had applied for a scheol in Coernwall Twp. in
July 1882, but was not success ful. The School Beard concluded to make
a change and elected me to the North Bellegrove School. I had at the
time the school in Cernwall Twp. in view and expected te be able te
resign, but itbturned out differently. This summer Charlie was very
sick with Summer Cemplaint, but he.recovered. I helped father te werk
more than ether years and earned cosiderable. My salary fer this term

was $33. per month six menths term,

Winter Term, 1882-3 )

I cormenced teaching the Nerth Bellegreve Schaoi in Sept.,1882.
There were hardly any séholars the first twe menths., I often had enly
three scholars preSent and I think I enly averaged five fer that time.
After cernhusking was over the larger scholars camevand frem that time
onn I had as fine ascheol as ohe could wish, I devoted a good deal of
my time, when I had ne eccasion te use it as teacher, in my private
studies, having Caesar's Commentaries on the Gallie War, in Latin
and Brooks' Gemetry in Mathematics. We cantinuedthesé studies until

April 1883, when we both discontinued them. We were nearly through
i : 5 SR
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the first beok of Caesar and had completed three beoks in Geometiry.
I susceeded better in Latin than im Qeometry. Our Literary Seciety
did net fleurish this term and was suspended early in the fall. My
studies gave me eneugh te do and se I did net cure much. In the win-
ter my Kansas friend, Ansen H,., Kreider, came to see me and we had a
very pleasant talk, but I could net detain him for any length of
time for he was in such a great hurry. Pleasant memories arise as I
am writing these pages. It was not all discouragement and disappoiﬁt-
ment in my life, fer which I am duly grateful. My term drew te an end
and preved to be the last in Lebanen County und I believe the mest

successful. The inevitable $33, per month was my pay fer six months.

Pl ]

Spring Term, 1883,

In the spring of 1883 I opened a summer scheol at the Shady Grove
School, about 1 1/@ miles from town. I had quite a number of pupils
and a very pleasant time. I had gone te this scheol in 1865-7 and eld
memories were revived., My scholars came frem four scheol districts
and yet the number was net large. I taught two months and realized
about £23, -quite avsmall sum, but better than the first term at
Bellegrove Scheol. The patrons paid up pretty promptly and it is a
fact that with the five private terms I taught I never lost a cént.
The people were honest if net very enthusiasticly inelined towards
education. I now began te loek fer a salary and having little teo
hope feor in this lecality I cérresponded with the secretary of the
Manheim Brough School Board, Lancaster County. In June I went to see
the members personally and was eleccted to the First Secondary Schoeol
at a salary of $45, per menth, 7 menths term. This was guite an ad-
vance andenceuraged me very much, I worked in haying and harvesting

for Mr., Aaren L. Horst, near town. In August we moeved to Manhein,
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about 23 miles distant, bre., Mart and grandpa Arneld deing the
hauling. It was a leng trip and the weather was very warm., We meveden
Seuth Charlette St. in a large house fer which I was te pay six del-
lars per menth rent. Manheim at that time was & Bereugh of abeut
1800 inhabitants and was a very fine tewn in regard teo stfeets and
buildings. Feur of my wife's brethers and sisters lived here and we
seon made a number eof acquaintances., I was very kindly treated and
greatly respected by the peeple., We had a weekly paper publishgd
here and the tewn was a great place fer manufacturing cigars. The wag-
es were good and trade censequently lively. ' :
| Many of the peeple in tewn and vicinity belenged te the religious
sect knewn as Dunkards, whe are a plain and simple peeple in manners,
but industrieus and usually well te de, In money matters these people
were far ahead of the Lebanon Countians but in an educatienal sense
way behind. They are paying the best salaries to scheel teachers and
# the best teachers of all the neighbering counties come here, it is en-
ly a gquestien of time when their scheols will rank as feremest in the
State,

XXX1

Winter Term, 1883-4,

In Sept.1883, I cemmenced teaching the First Secendary Scheel,
Manheim Berough, Lancaster Ce. Pa. It was the third grade down frem
the High School. The grade embraced the branches usually in an erdi-
naky ungraded schoeol. I taught Grammar and U, S. Histery erally. Ve
had the third Reader and in Arithmetie threugh Cemmen Fractiens, I
had a large number of pupils and seme very hard material, I tried
my best te gevern mere by meral suasien, but nething less than brute
force would bring them te order. I bcame very tired of teachingthis

termand especially of teaching in a tewn. Having had such a well-be-
3 G i R el
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haved scheel the previeus term, the contrast was se great. I worked
hard this térm and the results were geod. My brether Frank came te
beard with us in February, 1884. He worked at his trade with my bre-
ther=-in-law,Peter C. Arneld I attended the Ce. Institute at Lancaster
and it was a big affair, ever 600 teachers were in attendance, The
- Millersville State Nermal Scheol being in this eeunty, there were
many graduates teaching. Many of these Nermal graduates were witp@ut
any experience save what they get at the Nermal and failures Weré of -
ten the result. I did quite an ameunt ef reading this term. On March
17, 1884, Edgarvwas bern. We moved up the street te a house near
Market Square. I had te pay $75, a year rent, It was an old ene and
ene-half stery house but cemfortable. We had a geod sized let and gar-
den. But en the whele I was net well pleased with the tewn., It was net
a very wide-awake place, altheugh mere se than the village I had left.
I tried, by ecerrespendence, teo secure a pesitien as beokkeeper with
some Philadelphia firm but was net successful. I gave lessens in
beokkeeping te the Prinecipal, Mr. Witmer, during the winter. I tried
te get up a elass but was ne ge. I feund out that people as a rule
are net very anxious te take held of anyting that cests a little meney
Free lectures, instructiens ete. will be patrenized. Prebably if I

had canvassed persenally I might have been able te get up a class .

Spring of 1884,
Mr, J. B, Streh and I had epened a Select Seheol in partnership,
soon ufter the clese of the winter term. We had an attendance of 13,
and Mr. Streh having started te build a new heuse, he turned ever te
me the seheol and I elesed the cencern in shert erder. It was centem-
plated on toe grand a scale, and_I listened to Mr. S. an old teacher
of tewn.

I had anether examinatien for "fun" this spring. Having seen in

.
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the Philadelphia Record a notice in regard to Civil Service Examina-
tions I wrote for a blank etc., filled it out and complied with all
the conditions for exzmination and Was.nqtified'to appearvin Phila=-
delphia on the 24th of April for examination in the new Post Office
Building. I went the day before and étayed overnight at the "Merchant
House", I also went to see an old friend of father's, lir. Phreaner,
ard had a talk with him on the prospects of getting a position-as
clerk or bookkeeper, He secemed to be a little reserved in manner, but
treated me kindly. I entered the examination which commenced at 10

A, M. It was severer than I thought it would be and I got through
about 2.30 P, M., hurrying very much and consequently making numerous
errors. On the 4th of June my Certificate came with the following re-
sult marked on a scale of 100:

¥ ' A
lst. Subject, On@?gruphy, Penmanship, €élCee.vsssesesee 76,25

2nd . ¥ Arithmetie (fund. rules) and Perccntage; 95.
Srd. g Int., Disct. etc. and'Bookkeeping.....,. 62 .50
4£h. » Eng. Grammar, Léttef Writing, etceiiesecas 60,
Sth. = Geog. History, Government, elC.usvecvenns 92.507'

ATErage . voss visw 1 1acd

Iwas well pleased with the result, but it was no correct criter?
ion to go by in regard to my attainments. Like a gréat many others I
had no faith in "Civil Service", and did not expect to get an appoint-
ment .

I went out fishing along the Chicgquesalunga Creek, a good deal
this spring and usually had good luck. But it was more for the rec-
reaﬁion.and fine scenery that 1 went than for the fish I caught. iy
sister-in-law, Mary, stayed with us from March to September. I was
elected to teach the same school I had the previous year and at the -
same salary. In the summer I worked in haying and harvesting with my
‘wife's uncié, Peter, We went home to Palmyra, for guite a while after

harvest. In Sept., 1884, I commenced teaching again, and was more dis-
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couraged than'ever. I had guite a number of new pupils, of the usual
kind. The weather was extremely warm and I felt sick. On the 18th, af-
ter teaching two weeks I received an appointment to a §900. per annum
position in the U. S. Treasury, Wahington, D. C., wellthis was, to say
the least, a very agreeable surprise. I resigned my school next day
and made preparation to go to Washington., It did not take me very
long to get ready. On Monday the 22nd I was on my way.

In the latter part of April there was a vacancyin the Manhaim
Nationai Bank for a clerk and I made applicaﬁion for it. I spoke with
some of the directors and they seemed favorably impressed. The Board
stated that my qualifications were the best of all the applicants |
(3 or 4 in number) but elected another man, because he had been a long
resident of the town and I was almost a stranger. Ofcourse this did
not encourage me, yet I always felt a kind of secret‘satisfaction and
consolation in the thought that my abilities were always acknowledged,
though seldom rewarded. If I only had a chance or opportunity, no mat-
ter how-humble, T used to say, in a clerical capacity, I was sure I
would soon merit promotion, and this thpught was fully realized in
. & short time.

I now closed my teaching career which I followed faithfully for
nearly ten years and can sum up in a few lines the impressions I re=-
ceived during that time. I always was much éoncerned in the progress
made by my pupils and usually fell far below the mark I had set. I
think now that I set that mark too high, being I was a very rapid
learner myself 1 thoughf others should be the same, I 1oéked too much

on what was yet to be accomplishedinstead of what had already been
done. I used to hear other teachers speak of their schools in such
glowing terms that I felt utterly disheartened, however, when I came
to the bottom facts in such cases they were greatly overdrawn and a
few bright pupils were held up as a repreéentation of the whole, My

ability to present a subject in a clear manner was often acknowledged,
b J
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and freguently cormmended by the Co. Supt, I was thoroughly familiar
with the subject I wanted to teach and therefore could teach it, This
may sound like boasting but it is a fact nevertheless. That I have
done good work in the schoolroom hundreds of men and women of to-day
will testify, who had been my pupils. After being out of the profes=-
sionfor four years I am a great deal more favorably inclined to it
than I was when engaged in it. If only parents would cooperate With the
teacher and consider him a friend of their children, instead of é ty=-
rant, it would be a pleasure to teach. I hope the time will come speed
ily that the teacherwill be considered and paid in his true light.
I have given rather much space to the few iines promised, but trust .
ﬁot without some profit to the reader. When a man has had a rugged
experiencé in a profession he is very apt to have a good deal to say

in regard to it.

Clerkship in Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. Sept., 18,'84,

I started for Washington, D. C. Monday morning, Sept. 22, 1884,
arriving here at 6 P, M, I stopped at the Pennsylvania House, No.
345 Pa., Ave., ¥, W., which was nothing but an ordinary boarding house.
I stayed here until the following August, at the rate of $20. per
month. Next morning I went to the Treasury Building, Pa, Ave, and 15th
St. ¥. W, and presented my credentials at the Appointment Division
where I was sworn in as a copyist at $900. per amumin the Register's
Office, I was at once introduced to the Deputy Third Auditor, Mr.
Gangewer, & very kind and benevolent looking old gentleman, who took
me to the Chief of the Bookkeeper's Division, Mr. Jones. I was de=-
tailed to this Division for workand Mr, Jones took me to Mr. John H.
Jackson who was to be my boss and instructor, Mr. Jackson, in company'
with Mr, D. F. McGowan, kept the ledgers., The accounts of the Quarter-

master, Commissary and Engineer Departments of the Army and the pension
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Accounts are kept in tﬁis Division. Mr. Jackson started me in giving
out "Charges" which was a copy of the Officer's account as it then
stood on the ledger., There were many duties assigned to me, among
which the principle‘ones were "réising charges", posting the "General
Account and Transfer Ledgers",and reporting on "Circulars for Certif-
icates of Non-indebtedness" of army officers. I got along very well in
my work and Mr, Jackson instructed me so kindly and clearly tbat &
had no trouble at alll "picked up" rapidly and was soon familiér with
my work, On Oct. 6, I was promoted to £1000. per annum and transferred
to the Third Auditor's Office., I went on smoothly ‘and was exceedingly
well pleased. There was no worry about my work, nogrumbling or com=-
plaining of any sort. My Chief snd fellow clerks treated me very kind-
1ly. On the last Saturday in October I went home to vote and had three
days leave of absence., My family stayed at Manheim and were very glad
to see-me; The presidential election going against our party, some
were very apprehensive in regard to our positionsafter next 4th of
March, I felt very lonely sometimesbeing s0 much by myself and know=-
ing very few people in this city. In December I went home again and
had leave from Christmas to New Year. Iwas now in a fair‘way to make

‘a little money.
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Events of 1885,
On January 6th I was promoted to $1200, per annum, In February

I went home on a short visit. The 4th of March was drawing nigh, but
befort that on February 2lst the washington Monument (555 feet high)
was dedicated. There was & grand display of .both military and civic
organizations. The weather was extreﬁely cold. The Inauguration was
now at hand and irmmense preparations were made for'this great event.
For nearly a week before and after the day, the sound of fife and drum

and band music could be heard day and night. The scene was such as

s
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cannot be desceribed. The 4th opened bright and warm and was one of the
most beautiful March days I ever saw, I heard the president deliver hig
inaugural address and then went to my boarding place to view the pro-
cession from the balcony., It took from 12,30 to 4.30 P, M. for it to
pass one point. The Democrats were overjoyed at their victory, or
pretended victory in last Wovember, and now locked for the spoils=-
many were disappointed and many not. In the first year of the new adf
ministration every possible vacancy that could be filled without
Civil Service Exaﬁinaﬁion, was made. On March 23rd my six months pro-
bation were up and I was then permanently appointed. In April my wife
and children came down on a vi git , father accompanied them.We stored
our furniture in Manheim, in March, and the family boarded with father
in Palmyra. I did not know how things would turn out and therefore
"waited awhile before I moved our household goods to this city. In Ju-
ly I went home on my annual vacation, we usually get 30 days a year,
but the new Auditor cut it down to 15, so I had not much of a vaca-
tionthis first year., I made arrangements to move and rented a house,
No. 443 5th street ¥N.E,, which we occupied the first week in August.
My father-in-law, Mr. Arnold, brought the folks down and stayed a week
with us , helping to fix up the house. I began to be better satisfied
now for we had our own home and I had my books and papers here which
I had missed very much.My wife took sick in the fall and suffered a
-good deal, otherwise we were all well. In the office I was getting a-
long very well, This was my first summer in the city and it was ter-

ribly hot, and I was anxious for a short time in the country.

Events of 1886,
There is very little to record in regard to a government clerk's
life, unless it is outside of his employment by Uncle Sam, I contin=

ued at my work as before. In February we went home to see Grandpa
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Arnold who had been very sick feom New Year on. He suffered from kid-
ney trouble and a combination of weaknesses of the digestive «appara=-
tus. He lingered until April 1st when he died, exactly 19 years after
his wife had died. He was an honest, industrious, upright and Chris-
tian man. He treated me with the greatest kindness and respect. His
house was (ulwaysa pleasant place for me, and I shall never forget the
goodness of heart he displayed. In May brothers- in-law Charles and
Frank Arnold came to us on a visit. They stayed nearly a week and en-
joyed themselves much., Sue had been sick often with what seemed to be
Cramp of the Stomach, and I sént for her sister Emma to stay with us.
In July mother and brother Harvey came on a visit. They remained a-
bout a week and were much pleased. In the beginning of August Sue ,
Emma and the children went home and I kept "bachelor's hall" for a-
bout three weeks when hearing that father was dangerously sick I hur-
ried home and found him pretty low. He rallied however,'and was soon
able to be about again. His complainf was hemorrhage of the bowels
or stomach. We had a fine time at home, I now began to get tired of
the monotony of office life and began to think of taking a course of
study in some of the professions more for having something to do for
mind than to follow or practice. I thought of Law first but afterwards
concluded Medicine would be of more use, as well as of greater diver-
sity in detail. I think it a noble and humane science., Law on the con-
trary deals so much with criminals and reprobates. How these desires
will turn out is not yet apparent. I have done considerable reading
during my time in this city and added a goodly number 'of volumes to
my library. Nothing of any importance, save»what I have stated took

place during this year, as regards me personally.
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Events of 1887,

In February 1887 Ur, Jackson died and our Chief was reduced to
v .
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$1600. filling.the vacuncy caused by the death of Mr, Jackson We got
a new Chief, Mr. Reuel Willieams, of Mass. In May bro. Frank was mar-
ried and paid us a visit on his wedding tour. In June brother-ih—law
Peter C, Arnold, wife and son paid us a visit. Iﬁ‘August we went home
on our annual vacation. In June two of our clerkswere discharged and
that made vacancies of 41400, and $1600, The Auditor promised me pro=-.
motion within 30 or 60 days but no Promotion came. I am waiﬁing now
for a change of administraltion when my claims will be reaognizedvl
hope, Many of the promotions are made witout the least regard to ef-
ficiency,-this is what discourages me. I would not object if the pro-
motions were made on merit alone, as they claim to be on the "Rules
and Regulations" , but these are printed and hung up for effect mostly
and to deceive the credulous public. Ain examination of the work
done by many of the government clerks will show that true civil ser-
vice reform is very much needed., During this year I added quite a
number of volumes to my library. I did a good deal of reading too,
My private correspondence was also considerable, mostly héwever, of

a social nature.

KXXVII

Events of 1888. (in part)

In the beginning of this year I had some thoughts of writing a
work on bookkeeping suitable for farmers. In February I went to work
and by the latter part of April "Bookkeeping on the Farm", was com-
plete iﬁ a neat manuscript form ready for the publishers., It is a
worthy effort and I trust will find a generocus reception by the farm-
ers of our country. It is intended for public schools and private
learners. I sent it first to D. Appleton and Co. of New York but

they declined to publish it . Next I tried Christopher Sower Co.,

Philadelphia, and they wrote me a very nice letter, but could not
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undertake its publication. Then I tried a western publisher, Mr, J.
¥. Sherrill, banville, Indiana. He wrote me that he would like to have
until fall to examine it, how he will decide 1 am unable to say, but
believe favorably. I have now traced my history for 32 years and given
everything of interest for that time. ShouldProvidence spare my life
for some years to come I shall supplement this by the events of inter-
est for that time. As long as I am in the government service there is
very little to write worth preserving. I havg exﬁerienced a greaﬁ deal
of pleasure in writing these reminscences, My father and bro. John

paid us a visit this May and stayed five days in the city.

Religious Training and Views.

As near as I can remember I attended Sunday School from about
the age of three years on., My parents were eminently pious and. spared
no pains to instruct us in the practical duties of the Christian re-
ligion both by precept and example., Our home had been a home of pray-
er and thanksgiving from the time I was born. How truly grateful I
am for this I can not express in words. The only evidence I can give
is the‘effort I have put forth to follow the example. No one can imag-
ine, who has not experienced it , what it is to be reared in a Christ-
ian home. Children may appear indifferent, reckless and wild, but a
pious parent's teaching or example will never be effaced from their
memories,

As soon as I could read I used to take books from the Sunday
School Library and read them., I had very little thought in regard to

ight and wrong until I was about nine years old, then I began io re=

alize the difference between righteousness and sin according to the
teachings of the Bible. I attended the Lutheran church and Sunday

School at Bellegrove until I was 14 years old when we moved to
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Dauphin Co. where I attended the Union Sunday School at Derry Church,
I was deeply impressed with the wickedness of sin and refrained from
profanity and most of thé vices cormon among Eoys.AHowever I was no
saint by any means and found much room for improvement., From 1872 to
1878 1 attended no Sunday School regularly, I usually attended ser-
vices at Campbelltown or at Brightbill's Meeting House. In the winter

of 1874-5 1 attended.catechetical instruction at
Annville,lunder Bev. J. M. Deitzler, It is the custom of the Luthéran
Church to educate their people in the duties of the Christian relig-
ion, and I think it is the proper way. I should have mentioned that I
was baptized in Oct. 1856 by the Rev, Samuel Yingling. In April 1875
I was duly confirmed and admitted to full membership in the First
Tutheran Church at Annville, This was an incomplete step towards be-
coming a Christian man, and I neglected to keep up the duties consist-
ent with the vows taken upon being confirmed. I always had tried to
to satisfy my conscience with the resolve that I would wait until
married and then make an open confession or become converted, which
I believe is one and the same thing. In the spring of 1878 I became
a teacher in the Lutheran Sunday School at Bellegrove and in the fall
Was.elected a deacon in the church. In the winter following Rev. Mr,
Deitzler held a revival and my wife and I were converted and made an
open profession of Christianity, becoming not mere formal, but active
members in the church. I cannot help but séy that my ideas of religion
were somewhat crude, or rather traditional, being based too much on
the personal state of the emotions, instead of the true reverence ,
fear and love of God.

The Bible is an infallible guide for every one and it sholiuld

be most earnestly studied and followed. The next spring I was elect=-
ed superintendent of the Sunday School, that is in the spring of 1880.
I was reelected in 1881-2-3, resigning in August 1883, when I removed

to Manheim, Lancaster Co. Pa. My superintendence was very successful,
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Iwas careful not to appear to be a dictator, but by judicious action
obtained about everything I advocated, and I have always found that
other people know some thigs too and should have a perfect right to
their opinions, I had able assistants, or in fact they were equal with
me for there were two superintendents elected at the same time, but
I usually took the lead by request ¢f the other superintendent, This
custom of hacing two officers arose from the fact that the church was
built by the Lutheran and German Reformed congregations and eaeﬂ’was
to have a representative as leader of the Sunday School. I had with me
two exceptional men as helpers in the superintendency, Mr. John R. Fer
tig and Mr., Charles A, Mutch, the latter is now a minister of the Gos-
pel in the U. B. Church in Christ. I tried to do my best in the church
work, but fell far short of what I wanted to do. But ‘I must not for-
get that we are all human.

We were received into membership in the Lutheran church at Man-
heim by letter, Rev, J. Peter was the pastor. 1 was soon elected a
teacher in the Sunday School and had a large class of ladies and gen-

tlemen, both married and single, I made myself as useful as possible
and addressed the school occasionally. I also led the weekly prayer-
meeting sometimes, I have found out this that a humble worker is al-
ways more appreciated than a loud-mouthed professor. After all a man's
religion is nearly always gauged by his acts and not by his words,and
I believe it is a Just measurement. On coming to Washington, D, C.

in 1884, I attended the Lutheran Church on the corner of 11lth and H

streets, Northwest, Rev. Samuel Domer, D. D. pastor,
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Twenty-seven years seems a long time of space and there should
naturally follow many interesting and notable events in a man's life,
yet under certain conditions and environment there is at most not

much to record, More than a quarter of a century hus_elapsed since 1
wrote the fiest part.of my Autobiography, at which time I had fully
resolved to gdd 2 second part at some future time; The natural bent of
the human mind is to put off as much as possible that might or Aught
to be done, Service in the government departments is not productive

of any great events worthy of record., The monotony of every day life
is so marked that hardly anything arises to change "“the even tenor

of the way"., I have kept up my diary to and i;cluding 1904,and this
can be consulted if thought of sufficient interest to the reader, Pos-
8ibly the neglect of preparing a continuence of the first part of my
record was the fact that the boys have been of sufficient age to

know everything that transpired during this period, with the €xception
of Warren who was not born until April 20, 1891, In some of my diarie
I have added at the ¢nd of each year a summary of events and obser-
vations for that year and these mighﬁ prove of some interest, espe-
cially during the years 1892-6, while pursuing a course in medicine

to a successful completion with the degree of Doctor of Medicine, at
the Medical Department of the Columbian University, of the District

of Columbia, now known as the George Washington University. These

four years were indeed"full' for me., As I lookback now it almost seéms
almost impossible that such a course could have been taken by a man of
apparently so little physical vitality, although I would not by any
means convey the idea that at any time I was to be considered an in-
valid, yst I scarceiy weighed more than 120 pounds and with the of=
fice duties and parental cares of & household, and I may add church
duties, it is really a wonder that I could bear the strain, ¥Wo one

can appreciate how relieved I felt when my final examinations were
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successfully passed and I had ﬁhe great pleasure of inviting my father
to be present at commencement on May 7, 1896,- that was the proudest
moment of my life, and I shall never cease to be grateful to the Good
Lord that He spared my aged father.to have that privilege which I a=-
lone know how highly he appreciated. It is not necessary to say much
about my active medical practice, mornings and evenings, for about
four years except this fact, I'was very successful, far exceeding my
expectations, It was a most laborious task and very‘severe on my nerQ
vous system from the fact that I was perhaps too sensitive or sym-
pathetic., I gradually "ciosed out"” my practice as much as I could, but
many of my former patients woula call me in for years gfterwards. As
in my teaching career I tried to do conscientiously everything for
my pupilsto advance them in their studies, so0 in my medical practice
I spared no labor or expense to minister to my patients to the bhest
of my ability.

Financially it was not much of a success, as I barely realized
in money as much as my course cost me which was about $535. The sat=
isfaction of having a fair knowledge of the subject and being able to
attend to the ordinary needs of my family amply repaid me for the
time and energy expended in pursuing the course I did.

In the fall of 1892 the Democratic party clected Grover Cleve-
land president of the United States and the following March a new .
regime began in the governmental affairs. Soon aftervour Chief of Di-
vision was dismissed and we got a Democrat in his place, a Mr, Will-
iams from Boston, He was a kind and good-hearted bachelor but had a
weakness for strohg drink and would go off on a debauch for weeks at
a time and then sober up in a hospital, In October 1884 the "Dockery
Law" went into effect, abolishing our Division in the Third Auditor's
Office, resulting in the dischaége and reduction of a large number‘
of clerks, all Republicans. The reference to the new Chief of Divis-

ion made above is in error, it should have been Mr. B. F. Harrah,

B
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who was soon succeeded by Mr. C, C. McGruder, Jr. a young Deﬁocrat
from Maryland. As a result of this new law I was reduced from $1400.
to $1000. per annum and placed on the "Temporary Roll". I should have
stated that I had been promoted to $1400., Dec., 1, 1890, after pass-
ing & rigid exanination with a grade of 94.53%. I did not 1like this
“temporary position and soon found there were some $900, vacancies in
the Tresurer's Office. T applied for one and was appointed, October
20, 1894, I now had to begin all over again at least in salary. The
work in the Division of General Accounts to which I was assigned is
of & higher grade than that in the office in which I had been pre-
viously employed. I soon made myself useful and was highly compliment-
ed by my new Chief, Mr, F. D. McDowell, a Democrat from Iowa. I might
state my gradual advencement in salary here as follows: Jan. 20, 1896
to $1000. June 18, 1897 to $1200., Feb. 9, 1898 to $1400, Dec. 15, 1900
to £1600. July 1, 1901 to $1800I1 was exarmined for the first promotion
and the last two with the folowing result: 83.38; 93.61l; S5.24; ree
spectively.

On Nov,., 25, occured the death of my father after a very brist

liness. This was indeed & severe bereavement and I shall never for-

i =2

get the sad and lonely ride home that bleak November day, and the
painful ordeal of meeting mother , who was heart-broken. I have tried
to become reconciled to the loss by all manner of reasoning etc. but
the fact remuimcthat the world appears different to me from what it
did before, I don't know if all sons wre similarly related, or I might
sa& attuched to their fathers as I was, but I was so impressed with
Father's goodness, nis kindness, uprightness, and the great respect
with which he was held in the community in which he lived and wherev-
¢r he was known, that I thought there never was such a father for any-
body else. This may sound like selfishness on my part, but I cannot
think about it, even at this late day, in a different manner, Some-

thing is missing thal I cannot account for, nor is there anything in
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this world that can take its place. And after all, should there be
such a thing as & substitute for a father's care and love?

My mother had been spared for many yearsand in a measure com=-
pensated for for father's loss, but mothers cannot take futhers'
places with boys as I believe fathers cannot take mothers! places
with girls. The great annual event of going home for our vacation was
now at an end, true we went upr every summer but it was no longer_home.
hile we have many dear friends, none can take the place made vacant
by the parents and no other home, however fine, comfortable and happy,
can supply the place of the original home of our childhood and youth.

In the spring of 1900 Rev. Dr. Domer resgigned as pastor of St.
Paul's Luteran Church and we then severed our connection with that
church and united with Keller Memorial, Md., Ave. and 9th st. N. E.
only a few sguares from cur house, In September following I was elect=-
ed superintendent of the Sunday School and in October an elder in the
church and secretary of the church council which offices I have held
continuously eve since being reelected as my terms expired.I had been
assistant superintendent of St. Paul's Sunday School and a deacon in

the church and secretary of the council for a number of years.Our new

church home became a source of great comfort and joy from the fact
that we could attend all of the services and get acquainted more
fully with the people. Rev. C. H. Butler was the pastor until XNov,.
1907 when he resigned and was succeeded in 1908 by Rev. C, P. Wiles,
The year 1900 is memorable for us from the fact that in Sept. Charlie
took Typhqid Fever and was sick for eight weéks.,It was & long siege
and many anxious hours of watching, hoping and praying for his re-
covery. He passed thru the ordeal safely and we all felt so glad. He
afterwards attended the Columbian University, taking a course in
Architecture, finishing it with a two-year speclal course at'the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania in 1905,
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In May 1902 we bought our house, No. 640 E st. N, E. for §$5200.
and have lived here ever since., It was a source of great pleasure to
make our own home comfortable, cheerful and pleasunt. During these
years we have made some repairs and have everything in fine order.

We have large rooms and can move about with ease and satisfaction.

On September 14, 1904, kdgar got married to Miss RuthE, Latham,
and the following September Charlie married Miss Edith K. Early, The
birth of Edgar's little girl, Olive in 1905, was a great event in
our house, as they have been living with us ever since their marriage.
It is not necessary to record the boys' doings as that is well known
to them and this is to be strictly an "Autoblography®so 1 have tried
to keep as near to my “subject" as possible,

Warren graduated from the Washington High School in 1911 and en-
tered the Catholic Unlversity of America as a student in Architecture
in October following and is now (1915) finishing his last year,

During all these years of my official l1life I have been doing a
great deal of reading and as 1 have a dislike of using books from a
Public Library I buy most of the books I read. My private library has
grown to large propoertions and is a source of great pleasure to me as
well as of much profit. I might say that my objection to public li-
braries is simply that you are limited as tc the time allowed in read-
ing books, and I like to take my own time and not be hurried.

On Junuary 10, 1914, after a few duays of slight ailing mother
passed peacefully away to her eternal rest, having survived father for
almost 17 years. No one had any thought that she was seriously sick
and she was conscious to the last minute, just fell asleep as it was.’
I had paid her a visit just a few months before and spent nearly a week
with her and she was so happy and cheerful that it seemed impossible
almost to think that she should pass away so soon.after, The last

vestige of home is gone now and all but one have been gathered to
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the heavenly home, Aunt Molly Miller, of DesMoine:, Iowa, is still
living., I attended mother's funeral znd there was a large number pres-
ent The little Schoolchildren who had learned to know her and love
her came to take a last look at her sweet, kind fuce., Cousin Mart Hock-
e; spoke very tenderly about mother &t the funeral as he had also
done at father's many years before, Now both parents are gone and we
stand &t the head of the processicon and will be the next to follow,

I have now given a history of 59 years of my life and think it
needless to add more., The future is before me and probably will be
spent in a similae manner zs the last thirty years. I have a desire
for a home in the country and should delight to havea little ground
to till and work about in the open air as I would be able to do, com-

fortably, whether this will ever be realized remains to be seen,

Washington, D. C. (;:7¢Z:j ~’//§f%%%;7£;
Washington's Birthday, : : W%

1915.
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PATERNAL ANCESTRY,

Michael Seltzer, Great-grandfather,

Came from Germany when guite young, probably not more than seven
years old. He located somewhere in the vicinity of Jonestown, Lebanon
Co. Pa.

He died about the yezr 1815 and is buried at the Goshert Church,
Sherksville, or vicinity, near the Berks County line. His wife's maid=-
en name was Gassert, or Goshert probably , and is buried at Jonestown
Lebanon Co. Pa, (Traditions verbally handed down)

George Uﬁland, Great- grandfather,

Was born probably in the vicinity of Lebanon, of German ancestors
married Mary Light. Both are buried at Kaufman's Church, about mid=-
way between Bellegrove and annville.'They have no inscribed tombstones
and I could not ascertain anything in regard to their birth and death.
Mary Light was & daughter of Martin Light, who was born about 1725 in
Lebanon Townsghip, und died October 1805. Married a Miss Peiffer.

(See record of Light family in History of Dauphin and Lebanon Coun-
ties page 245,--Lebanon County.)

Philip Seltzer, Grandfather.

Born Dec, 26, 1772. Died April 19, 1847.

He was a mason by trade but spent much of his time on a small
farm that he owned, After lingering for some years he died of Con-
sumption, He was & sober, gquiet and industrious man and a member of
the Lutheran Church. Buried in the Reformed Church Cemetery, Annville,
Pa.

Maria Unland. Grandmother,

Born August 10, 1784, Died February 25, 1860,
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1 remember her very well as a kind old lady,

gsitiing in her her

rocking chair and holding me on her lap sometimes, und when she died

I was at the funeral, standing alongside of my father as they lowered

her body into the grave, it made a lasting impression on my mind, Her

disease was consumption. She also embraced the Lutheran faith. Buried

in the Lutheran Cemetery at Bellegrove, Pa.

"PHILIP SELTZER'S FAMILY,

v 3 '

' NAMES, ' BORN, ' DIED.

¥ ] |

[} 1] ]
1 ' Jacob * Qet, 12, 1801 ' DNov, 11, 1892,
2 ' Mary (Xander) (Bloltz) ' Oct. 25, 1806 ' Dec. 1, 1884.
3 ' Tanny (Lesgly) ' Qct, 21, 1812 ' May 27, 1892,
4 ' Qeorge, ' Aug. 14, 1813 ' Oct, 27, 1873,
5 ' Samuel, U. ' May 16, 1816 ' QOct, 28, 1883,
6 ' Catharine (Blouch) ' Oct. 19, 1819 * June 27, 1883.
7 v Henry, U. ' June 15, 1824 ' ©Nov, 24, 1897,
8 ' Lydia ' Oct, 13, 1826 ' Sept. 5, 1850.
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HENRY U SELTZER'S FAM LY,
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' NAMES K BORN . DIED
O-mtvs&wnwu»uﬂwuamwmamnm&mwnmmmmmummmaeuw&ww«mnwc&rnmuumuunnwu uuuuu ar en
1 ' John Philip ' Nov. 2, 1851 v
2 ' Martin H ' 9ct., 27,1852
3 ' Jaumes Monroe ' Aug.23, 1854 Aug. 6, 1855,
4 ' Henry H ' Aug.28, 18566 _
5 Lizzie Ellen ' July 10,1859
]

' (Longenecker)
6 ' BenjsminFranklin' Apr. 1, 1861
7 ' Charles Augustus' Aug. 19, 1864
8 ' Levi Harvey '* Qct, 27, 1866
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MATE’RHAL ANCESTRY.

Adan Hockef, Great=grandfather.

Came from Germany and had been heard to say that they were six
months on their way to America. He lived in Cocalico Township, Lan-
caster County, Pa. He married Elizabeth Weidman, wno died in 1785,

(History of Dauphin and Lebanon Countics).

ADAM HOCKER'S FAUILY.
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5 NAMES. ' BORN, : DIED.
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1 ' 'Christina ' Jan, 19, 1754 '
2 ' Frederick ' Jan, 17, 1756 ¥
3 ' John ' Jan, 27, 1758 k
4 ' Christopher ' Feb, “l 1760 .
5 ' Christina ' Apr. 19, 1762 .
6 ' John Adam ' Feb, 20, 1764 ¥
7 ' George ' Qct., 9, 1766 d
8 ' Martin ! Oct, 21, 1768 ''April 25, 1862,
9 ' Catharine t Jan, 21, 1771 '
10 ' Elizabeth ' Feb.23, 1775 !
1l ' J=scob * Aprs 17, A5 ¢
1] ] ]
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Martin Hocker, Grandfather,

Born, Oct. 21, 1768, Died, April 25, 1862,

He was a shoemzker by trade, but farmed nearly all his life,
keeping a country hotel for a long time,., I remecmber him very well, Ie
used to say that he had seen General Washington and knew much of the
Revolution. He was a menber of the Lutheran Church. Died of cerebral
hemorrhage (Apoplexy). His funeral was one of the largest in that part
part of the country, for he was a highly respected, upright man.

Barbara Smith, Grandmother.

Born, Oct., 6, 1787, Died, March 16, 1878.

Of her ancestry I have been able to find nothing at all. She was
grandfather's second wife and the most friendly and kindly=-lcokxing

0ld lady I ever saw, She too was a consistent member of the Lutheran
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Church. She was stricken with cerebral hemorrhage snd lingered for

a few weeks., I attended the funeral. Both zre buried in Hummelstown,

Pa.
MAR”IH HOCKER'S FAMILV (’jrot wife)
A Names ’ Born ' Died

i B s s B B PP S —

1 " Peter ' Feb,. 24, 1801 . !

2 ' Catharine(Greiner)' Sep. 3, 1802 ' Dec., 19, 1871

3 Y John ' May "6, 1804

4 ' George ' June 18, 1806 ' Oct, 31, 1886

5 ' Christina(Landis) ' Nov, 24, 1808 !

(second w;fe)
S El;udno+hkFoorman)' Apr., 23, 1810 Apr, 14, 1897
Martin May .26, 1812 Oct. 1,:1892
Mary Avg, 29, 18l4 Mar. 12, 1894

t
¢ ? T ]
? ¢ ?
¥ Jacob ' May 27, 1818 ' Aug. 7,:1898
10 ' Susan(Weltmer) ' Janm. 17, 1822 ' gept., 21, 1900
11 ' Sarah(Xauffman) ' Sept. 27, 1824 * Sept. 15, 1912
2 ' Anna(Seltzer) ' May 10, 1827 ' Jan. 10, 1914
13 ' Barbara(Cassel) ' May 10, 1827 ' Dec. 17, 1910
14 ' Molly(Miller) ' July 4, 1829 '
t ] ?
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Landed zt Philadelphia, Pa. from Germany.
Sep. 5, 1730, Mattheis Seltzer '
Sep. 5, 1749, Nickolas geltzer
Ser., 15,1749, Weirich Seltzer From Rupp's 30,000 Nanmes
Aug. 28,1750, Johunnes Seltzer of Germans landing in Pa.
Sep, 5, 1751, Johan Martin Seltzer
Sep. 19, 1752, Hans Jacob Seltzer
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Oct. 2, 1741, Simon Heinrich Hocker
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