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alized hero and how that hero through mediation empowers an 
originally ‘powerless’ society.2

The transformation on two dimensions which Levi-Strauss,Maranda, 
Schwimmer, possibly Reid, and others have observed, is now expressed 
in simpler formal language:3
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where F = a permanent state
F-1 = a permanent state and the inverse of F 
f= an event, corresponding to F
f-1 = an event corresponding to F-1 and the inverse of/ 
a = beneficiary
b = mediating figure, who participates in f and f~' (two op­
posed events).

The four terms of the formula are labeled 1—4. The distinction 
between event and state follows L. Dolezel (1976:132), who defines 
event as the occurrence at a certain time-point of ‘a change (trans­
formation) of one (initial-) state into another (end-) state’. We think 
that such a transformation from event to state is what Levi-Strauss 
intended by the second condition mentioned above. In the ensuing 
discussion we use this formula; we first examine its nature and 
then investigate its virtues and limitations in application. As our 
example we use the myth of the Aloades giants known to Homer 
(Iliad N. 382 and Odyssey XI. 305) and to Pindar (Pythian IV. 89) 
but recounted in its most complete form by the mythographer Apol- 
lodorus (The Libraries I. VII.4).4

In the Aloades myth Iphimedeia (probably once a Mycenaean 
earth-goddess, but here a mortal woman) is married to the mortal 
Aloeus but longs for Poseidon. Frequently she roams the seashore 
scooping water into her lap or womb. At length Poseidon interming­
les with her. Otus and Ephialtes, born from this union but named the 
Aloades after their adoptive father.6 grow so rapidly that they 
become giants by the time they are nine years old. They perform 
several acts of rebellion against the gods, such as attempting to scale 
the heavens by piling mountain upon mountain, interchanging earth 
and sea, and wooing Artemis and Hera. Ultimately. Artemis disguises 
herself as a deer (or Apollo sends a deer between them) and tricks 
the twins into shooting each other with bow and arrow. Thereafter 
they are honoured as heroes, particularly for having founded certain 
cities and for having established the worship of the Muses.7

Applying the formula to several myths such as this one, we dis-




























